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The chief pres of this publication is to 
flying personne 
aviation. 


distribute informticn on aeronautics to the 


in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, Naticnal Guard, end others connected with 


onwithitiins- 


THE ARMY AIR CORPS FOR 1936 - A REVIEY 


Ed. Note: The review of Air Corps activities and 


various aeronautical events during the calen- 


dar vear 1936, as hereinafter given, is not intended as a full and complete chronolo- 


gy thereof. 


work in order to compile a complete chronology has not been available. 
space is lacking for the publication of a more complete report. 


however, that the chronology of events 


The necessary time involved to conduct the required amount of research 


Furthermore, 
c It is believed, 
given hereinafter will give the reader a fair 


idea of the various activities in which the Air Corps was engaged during the past 


year. 


THE GENERAL HEADQUANTERS AIR FORCE 


Faster airplenes, an improved plan of crgani- 
zation and a greetly heightened mrale for all 
members, were objectives achieved during the 
calendar year 1936 by the General Headquarters 
Air Force. , 

Air power of the United States was increased 
in spite of the fact that cver-age airplenes 
were retired almst as fast as new airplanes | 
wore added to the Air Force. Higher speeds, | 
bigger loads, and enlarged cruising radii have | 
definitely strengthened the air defense of the | 
continent. 

In reviewing the accomplishments ef the GHQ 
Air Force for the past year, Major General . 
Frank M. Andrews, its Commanding General, stat- | 
ed recently: 

‘We think we are headed on the right path. 

It is believed that in 1936 we made substen- | 

tial progress on the road to a smooth work- | 

ing, efficient air force. The addition of | 
the new types to our complement of planes has! 
had an important effect cn the training and | 
especially on the morale of the pilots and 
mechanics. 

For example, the Seventeenth Attack Group 
of March Field wes equipped solely with obso-, 
lete Pursuit planes when the GHQ Air Force; 

was organized on March 1, 1935. During 1936, 

this old equipment was replaced by new 

Northrop Attack airplanes (A-17) direct from 

the Inglewood factory." 

The increase in the milti-place equipment cf | 
the GHQ Air Force hes given the enlisted men in' 
the affected squadrons more opportunities to 
accompany their officers on flying missions as 
gunners, crew chiefs, and radio operetors. 

The acquisition of the 18 new Douglas C-33 
transports during 1936 gives the air bases and 
the air depots the opportunity to expedite the | 
delivery of engines and the quick transport of | 
mechanics and other personnel to airdromes near | 
the theatres of operations during maneuvers. 

The staff of the GiQ Air Force wishes to _ 
point out, however, that the increased speeds | 
of the new planes have not increased the mobil | 
ity of the Army air unit. Without additional 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ef the Air Force will remain substantially the 
same as on its founding day, March 1, 1935. 
Substantial but unsensatinnal progress was 
meade in other branches of GHQ Air Force acti- 
vity. Supplies were moved easier; Ordnance 
organization was improved and increased, and 
the Chemical Warfare Service was heard from. 
In a prepared statement, Lieut. Colonel Edward 
Montgomery, Chemical Warfere Service Officer 


' at GHQ Air Force Headquarters, said: 


"In May, 1936, a mmber of GHQ Air Force 
officers were greduated from the Chemical 
Warfare Schcol. The return of these offi- 
cers to their regular stations and their 
appointment as base and unit chemical offi- 
cers, marked the commencement of comprehen- 
sive chemicel warfare training throughout 
the Air Force. By fall this training was 
being carried out in a standardized way at 
@ll bases by means of schools for officers 
and noncommissioned officers, unit training 
and recruit instruction." 

In connection with the above statement, Air 
Corps News Letter readers will remember a 
1936 cever in which clerks were depicted work- 
ing at their desks with gas masks being worn. 
Hangar crews also worked for brief periods so 
attired. 

Reorganization of the GHQ Air Force occurred 
on September 1, 1936. As the average reader 
knows, the Station Complements disappeared and 
in their stead were created the existing Air 
Base Squedrons. As the year drew to a close, 
the creaks and groans incidental to the work- 
ing cf all new machinery largely disappeared 
and the morale of the officers and enlisted 
men seemed to be on the upturn as a result of 
the new set-up. 

In the following paragraphs, notable events 
of the last calendar year will be briefly de- 
scribed: 


Cold Weather Test Flights in New England Area; 





Several units of the Air Force conducted cold 
weather tests of winter equipment in the New 


England area from February lst to the 15th, un- 


der the supervision of General Andrews. De- 
signed to ascertain the effectiveness of Air 


bases in certain strategic areas, the mobility | a BoP conditions, flese tests provided 
mm | - j~7244, A. C. 





prent deal of dete fer the Air Force headouar- 
ters. Farticulor note wes ta:en of the tremen- | 
dous effect cf the cold weather en the appe- 
tites of the personnel of Barksdale Field, La. 

The Barksdale Field repert states that their 
contingent had ell eirplanes rumning all day. 
Much favereble conment was heerd en all sides 
about the splendid reception given te beth cou 
missioned end enlisted personnel by the New 
England populace. As the creation of favorable, 
public sentiment is considered one of any men- | 
euver's objectives, this item mst be edded to 
the plus score cf the fourteen days. 


GEQ Air Force Unit Aids Flocd Sufforers 
Almost from the beginning of Army air histery, 
Army eirplenes have been dashing to the aid of | 
flocd sufferers. So it was in the spring cf | 
1936 when the Second Bembardment Group, acting 
en verbal crders of the Second Wing Commander, | 
Brigadier General Henry C. Pratt, dropped 8,000 | 
pounds of food and medical supplies to communi- 
ties in Pennsylvania. Majer Robert E. Cronau 
was in command of the 30 airplanes, 45 sfficers | 
end nearly 100 enlisted men who particirzated in| 
the mercy work. 


Martin Bombers Ferried to Fanema 

Pilots and mechanics of the 2nd Bombardment 
Group of Langley Ficld last spring hed the 
pleasant and worthwhile detail of ferrying nine |! 
new Mertin Bombers from the Mertin factory to | 
Pananae The flight was led by Colonel Charles 
B. Oldfield and flew via Brownsville, Texas; 
Mexice, and several Central American countries. 
The Bombers proved a boon to the defenders of 
the water artery. 











Other Important Events 

Other events of importance include the heroic 
deeds of Sergeant Norris and Corporal Musser; 
the participation of GHQ Air Force units in the 
Second Army Maneuvers during the sumer; the 
Joint Army-Navy exercises off the coasts cf 
Virginia and the State of Washington in the 
fall; the Bakersfield, Calif., exercises of the 
First Wing; and the award of the Colcmbian 
Trophy for sefety in fl 
Group by General Andrews at Barksdale Field. 

---000-~- 


CEURONOLOGY 








Personnel - /mnointments, Changes, etc. 
Colonel Geraid C. Brant, Cenmender of the 3rd 
Attack Group, Barksdale Field, La., was appoint- 
ed to the temporary rank of Brigadier General 
from January 9, 1936. 





‘ 


Forty-eight Flying Cadets of the Air Corps, 
whe graduated from the Advenced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, in February, 1935, and who 
ceupleted their additional year of training 
with Air Corps tactical units on February 29, 
1936, were conmissioned second lieutenants in 
the Air Reserve and assigned to extendod active 
duty, March 1, 1936, at various Air Corps sta- 
tions. 

The War Department, in response to the Fresi- 


ying to the Third Attack | Ad 
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dent's approval cf the Bill (H.R. 11920) to in- 


el 





crease the efficiency ef the Air Corps, mde a 
revisicn of the then unsatisfactory method of 
temporary vremetion in the Air Cerps, experi- 
ence having shown that the prior method of sel- 
ectin; officers for temporary promotion was 


' productive of meny evils, since the selections 
‘were made from the standpoint of expediency 


rather than seniority. Under the new Act, which 


| revealed all previous teimporary promotions,the 


shortage in the Air Corps of officers above 
the rank cf Ceptain was made up by the tempora- 


| ry promotion cf officers taken from the top of 
| the relative rank list. 


This resulted in the 
temporary promotion of 12 Lieut. Colonels to 
Colonel, 35 lajors to Lieut. Colonel and 204 
Captains to wajor, effective June 16, 1936. 

On August 26th, in accordance with the provi- 
sions sf the Act of Congress cited above, 14% 
Air Corps officers receivel temporary prom- 
tions, viz: 20 Lieut. Colonels to Colonel, 29 
Unjers to Lieut. Colonel, and 99 Captains to 


| ide jor. 


nD 
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Under the Bill, H.R. 11920, the President, 
en the recommendation of the Secretary of War, 
nominated the following Air Corps officers for 
temporary promotion to the rank of general of- 
ficer, viz: Colonel Frank M. Andrews, Command- 
ing the GHQ Air Force, to Mejor General; Cols. 
Henry C. Pratt, Gerald C. Brant, Barton K. 
Yount, Lieut. Cclenels Deles C. Exmons and 
George H. Brett to Brigadier Gencral. 

Fifty-Six Flying Cadets, who graduated from 
the Advancee Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, 


| June 22, 1925, and who on that date camleted 


a year of active duty with Air Cerps tactical 


units under their cadet status, were commis- 


sioned second lieutenants in the Air Reserve, 
and assigned to further active duty under thcir 
status as Reserve officers. Similarly, 23 
Flying Cadets, who completed their year cf ac- 
tive duty with tactical units on October 14th, 
were commissioned second lieutenants in the Air 
Reserve and placed on further active duty. 
Three of these 28 Cadets passed the exaaination 
for eppointment as conmissicned efficers in the 
r Corps, Pegular Army. 

4 total of 33 officers graduated on June 30th 
from the Air Corps Technical School, Chanute 
Field, Ill., 3 of them pursuing the aerial 
photographic course; 12, Communications; and 
18, Engineering. 

Colonel Arnold N. Krogstad assumed command cof 
the Air Cerps Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, on July 2nd, relieving Colonel 
Jacob E. Fickel, who was assigned as Air Offi- 
cer cf the 9th Corps Area. 

Colonel Harrison H.C. Richards, Air Corps, 
wes essigned as Chief of the Information Divi- 
sion, Office ef the Chief of the Air Cops, 
July 15, 1936, vice Colenel John D. Reardan, as- 
signed as Air Corps Procurewent Planning Repre- 
sentative, New Yerk City. 

Colonel Henry B. Clagett assumed coumand of 
Selfridge Field, Mich., on August 27, 1936. 

The commissioned renks of the Air Corps were 
inercased on October 1, 1936, to the extent of 
50 new officers, all graduates cf the Air Corps 
Training Center, who were appointed under the 
Act of Congress, approved August 30, 1935. 

Colonel Davenport Johnson assumed conmand cf 
Hamilton Fieli, Calif., on et ~ > 19th, suc~ 
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ceeding Colonel Clarence L. Tinker, tronsferred 
to Washington, D.C., for duty with the National 
Guard Bureau. 


PURCHASE OF NEW AIRPLANES 

The Secretery of War announced that 506 air- 
planes had been delivered to the Army Air Corps 
by contractors during the calendar year 1936. 
This is the largest number of airplanes which 
have ever been delivered during any year since 
the adsption of modern all-metal construction. 

During the calendar year 1936, announcements 
were made by the War Department of the approval 
ef the award of the following contracts for new 
airplanes for the Army Air Corps: 

June 16: To the Seversky Aircraft Corporaticn 
ef Farmingdale, L.I., New Yerk, for 77 single- 
seater Pursuit airplanes and cf spare parts 
equivalent te 8 airplanes, at a total cost of 
$1,636, 250. 

July 23: To the Curtiss Aereplane and Motor 


Cempany, Buffalo, N.Y., for 13 new Attack 
lanes (ya-18) bi-motored, at a total cost cf 
1,259,235. This plane, a development over the 


past two years by the Curtiss Company in cooper-| 


ation with Air Corps engineers, combined very 
high performance with leng range and improved . 
safety characteristics. It is believed to be 
the only two~engine Attack plane in the world. 

July 28: To the Stearman Aircraft Co. ,Wichite, 
Kansas, for 50 Primary Training planes, at a 
tatal cost of $329,659. 

August 8: To the Curtiss Aeroplane and Moter 
Campany for three high performance single-seait- 
er Pursuit planes nf a new type, to be known 
as the Y1P-36. | 

October 26: To North American Aviaticn,.Inc., 


of Inglewood, Calif., for 117 Basic Training 
planes Citaaheoetigties biplace low-wing mono- 


slane) , spare parts, etc., at a total cost of 
$1,432,600. 

November 18: Tea North American Aviation,Inc., 
for 109 0-47A Corps and Army Observation air- 
planes, gnd spare parts equivalent to 11 addi- 
tional planes, at a total cost of $3,429,600. 

December 4: To the Stearman Aircraft Compeny, 
far 28 Primary Training airplenes (PT~134) with 
spare parts, at a total cost nf $146,720. <5. 
This biplane, with a tw~place tandem arreange- 
ment, is powered with a 7-cylinder air-c.oled 
Lycoming engine of 125 horsepower, 

. Engines 

March 11: To the Wright Aeronautical Corpora- 
tion, Paterson, N.J., for 512.new eircraft en- 
gines, ef which 422, knewn es the Wright 
"Cyclone'' R-1820-G, 9-cylinder, air-cooled, the 
mest powerful single~row radial aircraft engine 
in the world, were intended for installation in 
new Bombardment planes, while the renmining 80 
engines, 9-cylinder Wright 'Whirlwind'' type, 
were intended frr installatian in new Basic 
Training momnplenes. Amunt of contract, 
$3,850,000. 


March 31: To the Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Cer 


peration for 200 new R-1535~13 air-cooled, two- 
rew radial type eigines, at a total cost of 
$1,877,030. 

August 3: To the Wright Aeronautical Corpora- 
tien for 150 Wright 'Cyclone'' engines, rated at 
1,000 hersepower, at a total cost of $1, 327,190. 


= 


New Airplenes 
H.R. 11140, an act to incrcise the effeetive- 
ness and efficiency of the Air Corps, approved 
June 24, 1935, amended the Air Corps Act of 
July 2, 1926, by increasing the authorization 
therein of 1,800 serviceable airplanes to 
2,320 cirplanes. 


Illustrating the greatly increased cruising 
range now pessible with the new Northrop Attack 
airplane, Lieut. Charles B. Overacker, 17th 
Attack Group, made a non-stop round trip from 
March te Hamilton Field, involving a total dis- 
tance »f 814 miles, in 5 hourd and 35 minutes. 


DECORATIONS AND AYARDS 

Decorations and awards made during the calen- 
der year 1936 to Air Corps personnel for heroic 
conduct or distinguished service in connection 
with flying are enumerated below, as follows: 
Distinguished Flying Cross? 

CaptainsAlbert W. Stevens and Orvil A. 
Anderson, Air Corps, were awarded the Oak Leaf 
Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
their participation in the Natisnal Geegraphic - 
| Army Air Corps Stratesphere Flight, which start- 
ed from the vicinity of Rapid City, South 
Daxota, November 11, 1935, during the course of 
which the ballonn ascended ts 72,395 feet, the 
greatest height ever attained by man. Captain 
Stevens was the commander and scientific obser- 
ver cn this flight, and Captain Anderson the 
pilot and assistant scientific ¢bserver. Kelly 
'Field, Texas, on Merch 7, 19276, was the scene 
lof the preseniation of this decaratien to Capt. 
| Anderson by Brigadier General James E. Chaney, 
Commanding General of the Air Carps Training 
|Center, while on May 12, 1936, at Wright Field, 





| 





' | Dayten, Ohin, Major Generel Williem E. Cole, 


| Commanding General .f the Sth Carps Area, made 

| the presentation of the decoratien to Captain 

| Stevens. 

| The Distinguished Flying Cross was pasthumous- 
| ly awarded to Major Hez McClellan, Air Corps, 

| for extraordinary achievement as commending offi 
‘cer and pilyt sn e cross-country flight from 

| Washington, D.C., t. Nome, Point Barrow, and 

, other Alaskan points during the summer 9f 1935. 
| The War Department ann unced the award of the 
| Distinguished Flying Cross to Captains Frank G. 
Irvin and John S. Griffith, Air Corps, for hero- 
ism while participating in an aerial flight fron 
Wright Field, Ohio, to Indianapolis, Ind., on 
|July 22, 1936. While making a carbden monnxide 
test flight of a new airplane at an altitude of 
| 2,000 feet, the engine burut into flames. The 
two efficers, without thought ef themselves, di- 
rectud the crew af civilian observers to jum 

j with their parachates, and then, by using fire 

| extinguishers and switching »ff gas valves, suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing the fire, thereby pre- 
venting net only possible loess of life but de- 
struction to gsvernment property as well. 


Announcement was made by the War Department of 
the award of the Distinguished Flying Crass to 
Brigadier General Henry H. Arneld, Air Corps, 





| for extraordinary achievement while participat- 


ing in an aerial flight as pilot and commanding 
officer of a squadron of ten Ewibardment air- 
planes from Wabiiagten, D.C., to Fairbanks, 
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Aleska, and return, from July 19, 1934, to 
August 20, 1934. 

Four members of tle Air Corps were awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for participat- 
ing in an errand of mercy which was instrument- 
el in saving the lives of seven men who were 
stranded on an ice floe in Cpe Cod Bay. Dur- 
ing the course of the Winter Test Maneuvers in 
the New Englend States, Mejor Barney M. Giles, 
of Langley Field, acccmpanied by 2nd Lieut. 
James H. Patrick, Air Feserve; Staff Sergeant | 
Donald E. Hamilton end Corporal Frank 8. Connor, 
departed shortly efter midnight, February 10th, 
from Concord, ".E., to lecate seven CCC youths, 
marooned on drifting ice off their Camp at 
Brewster, Mass. hajor Giles located a tiny 
dct on the ice which he was soon able to iden- 
tify as the boys, and then preceeded to circle 
the floe ani redio its position to shere par- 
ties and Coast Guardsmen. Airplanes promptly 
arrived over the scene and dropped food and 
blankets to the imperiled youths. 

The Soldier's Medal 

The Soldier's Medal was presented -n April 
27, 1935, to Corvoral Clyde E. Gilmore, 44th | 
Observation Squadron, Albrock Field, Canal Zone,| 3rd, presented the Frank Luke, Jr., Memorial 
by Najor General Lytle Brown, Department Com ‘=Trophy to the 79th Pursuit Squadron, GHQ Air 
mander, for heroism in saving the life sf a | Force, for making the highest aggregate score 
fellow soldier, whose clothing caught fire in annual gumnery record firing. Three six- 
from a sudden gasoline blaze in a hangar. Over- | plane flights of the 79th Squadron, Barksdale 
taking this soldier, who was running from the Field, La., were flowm to Phoenix, Arizona, on 
scene of the fire, Corporal Gilmore succeeded September 2nd, and on the following day a de- 
in throwing him to the ground and rexsoving his | monstretion wes staged of Pursuit maneuvers 
blazing clothing. ifor SO minutes over Phoenix. Flewers were 

On May 12, 1936, at Wright Field, Dayton, dropped from one plane on the Luke Memorial 
Ohio, the Soldier's Medal was presented by | Statue in front of the State Capitol. The for- 
Mejor General William E. Cole, Commanding Gen- {mal presentation of the Luke Trophy wes made to 
eral of the 5th Corps Area, to Lieut. L.F. , the Squadron by Mr. T.T. Brooke, Department 
Harman, Air Corps, for valiant rescue work per- Commander ef the American Legion, assisted by 
formed at the risk of his own life upon the oc- | the Gevernor of Arizona. 
casion of the crash of the Boeing Bomber at: | The Colombian Trophy 
Wright Field during a test flight in October, {| The Third Avtack Group, Barksdale Field, La., 
1935, and which resulted in the death of the |'won the Cclembian Trophy fer greater safety 


The Mackny Treph 
| June 23, 1936, cameed ths ore annual awerd 
|of the Mackay Trophy, which is presented to 
;Air Corps officers for each year's most out- 
‘standing flight achievement. The recivients 
‘of this “rophy for 1935 were Major Albert W. 
! Stevens and Ceptain Orvil A. Anderson, Air 
|Cervos, for their stratosphere flight on Novem 
iber 11, 1935. 
| The Cheney Award 
Announcement was made on Jemuary 19, 1936, 
lof the selection of lst Lieut. Rebert K. 
'Giovannoli, Air Corps, for the Cheney Award for 
|1935, for an act ef heroism in connection with 
, the rescue of Major Ployer P. Fill, Air Coros, 
,and Mr. Leslie Tower, civilian test pilot, from 
'@ burning experimental bombing plane which 
/erashed during a test flight at Wright Field, 
Ohio, in October, 1935. Both Major Hill and 
‘Mr. Tower later succumbed to their injuries. 
| Fate was also unkind to the hero in this trage- 
dy when, several months later, Lieut. Giovannoli 
/lost his life in an airplane accident. 
The Frenk Luke Trophy 
The American Legion cf Arizona, on September 














pilot, Major Ployer P. Hill, and Mr. Leslie 
Tower, test pilot of the Boeing Company. 
The War Department ennounced the award ef the 


‘in flying than any other similer organizetion 
‘in the Army Air Corps. This Trophy, ea gift to 
the Air Corps by the Republic of Colombia, was 


Soldier's ifedal to Staff Sergeant Willie D. 
Norris and Serzeant Wayne M. Musser, Air Corps, 
for heroism displayed at Langley Field, Va., 
August 31, 1936. During the installation of |Force, who flew to Barksdele Field especially 
time fuzes on six large experimental flares ‘for that purpose. 

hanging from the bomb bay racks ef an airplane | 
and withdrawing the safetying pins from them | 
@ noise, diagnosed as the time fuze functioning 
ef one of the flares, was heard. Sergeant 


i'presented to the Group with appropriate cerero- 
inies on December 9th by Major General Freik M. 
iAndrews, Conmending General of the GHQ Air 


Commendation 

For landing a Martin Bomber with three p-s- 
| sengers in a smil, umprepared space near Gila 
‘Bend, Arizona, with exceptional courage, good 
Norris held a flashlight while Sergeant Musser | judgment and pilcting skill, on June 10, 1936, 
unlatched the ticking flare and ran with it in | 2nd Lieut. Arnc k. Luehman, 32nd Bombardment 
his arms towards the flying field. After reach-| Squadron, March Field, Calif., was highly com 
ing a point about 20 feet from the bomb bay,the | mended by the Chief of the Air Corps, the Com 
flare exploded, shooting the burning flare back | mnding General cf the GHQ Air Force, and cther 
toward the airplane under the left wing near | high ranking Air Corps officers. 
the fuselage, where the intense heat ignited the 
wing. In his attempt te escape from the air- | THE WINTER TEST MANEUVERS 
piane, the pilct sprained his ankle and Sergeant; Officers and enlisted men from Barksdale, 
Musser, seeing his plight, assisted in carrying | Langley, Mitchel and Selfridge Fields, organiz- 
him to a place of safety. The heroic and time-/ ed as a provisional group, under the commend 
ly actions of these two noncommissioned cffi- of Ligut. Colonel Adlai H. Gilkeson, Conmanding 
cers prevented the possible loss of human life | Officer of the 8th Fursuit Group, Langley Field, 
and undoubtedly great destruction to valuable | Va., were engaged in conducting cold weather 
government property. , 


ot 
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tests of clothing and equipment in the New Eng- 
land area. 

The Group was composed of the 8th Pursuit 
Group Hqrs., Langley Field, with 6 officers, 11 
enlisted men and 6 planes; a Bomberdment Squad- 
ron from the 2nd Bombardment Group, Langley 
Field, Va., with 20 officers, 20 enlisted men 
and 10 Martin Bombers; an Attack Squadron from 
Barksdale Field, La., with 20 officers, 20 en- 
listed men and 20 Curtiss Attack planes; one 
Pursuit Squadron from the 20th Pursuit Group, 
Barksdale Field, La., with 20 officers and 20 
Boeing Pursuit plenes, and one service detach- 
ment each from Selfridge, Mitchel and Langley | 
Fields, consisting of 90 enlisted men, 6 offi- 
cers and 6 Cargo planes. 

The locnlities selected as bases for the ex- 
ercises were Mitchel Field, N.Y.; Burlington, 
Vt., and Concord, N.H. Although the tactical 
situations were made secondary to the testing 
of clothing «nd equipment, the report showed a 
total of 437 tactical missions accomplished in 
1100 hours of flying over approximately 150,000 
miles. Adding 1500 hours of non-tactical fly- 
ing (including transport movements, movement of 
units getting into position for tactical opera- 
tions and staff movements), gives a total of 
2600 hours flown over approximately 300,000 
miles. In the transport flights, numbering 100, 
no accidents of any description were encounter- 
ed, despite londings on and take-offs from ice 
and snow-covered runways by pilots unfamiliar 
with cold weather operations. In the 2600 
hours of flying, there were three accidents, 
all minor in character. 

The airplanes were in the open without the 
facilities and protection of heated hangars. 
Among some 130 items of clothing and equipment | 
tested were skis for Pursuit and Attack planes, | 
special oil for machine gums, tents with sleep- | 
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ing their turn in two-week periods of inten- 
sive training at Mather Field, Calif. 

The 3lst Bombardment Squadron operated in 
squadron maneuvers at Mather Field, May 1 to 
og, 1936. 

The 7th Bombardment Group, on July 17th,con- 
ducted a group interception of a ship at sea. 
The Transport MEIGS was intercepted an hour 
and seven minutes after the Group left the 
Golden Gate. 

The 30th Bembardment Squadron returned to 
March Field on October 13th, after ten days of 
maneuvers and range practice in the Pacific 
Ocean off Long Beach, Calif. 

okersfield, Calif., was the scene of one of 
the greatest series of Army Air Corps maneuvers 
held in any West Coast municipality in recent 
The 34th Attack Squadron from March 
Field was the first unit to take the field and 
was encamped at Bakersfield from October 2lst 
to 28th, followed by the 73rd Attack Squadron, 
from Octeber 28th to November 4th, and the 95th 
Attack Squadron for the week ending November 
llth. The entire 17th Attack Group, consisting 
of about 50 officers, 200 enlisted men and 24 
of the newest Nerthrop Attack planes, was en- 
camped at Bakersfield from November 1lth to 
18th, the missions mainly performed being those 
of dispatching Attack planes daily to the 
Muroc Dry Leake for bombing and gunnery practice. 

Group Maneuvers of the 19th Bombardment 
Group (30th and 32nd Bombardment Squadrons, 38th 
Reconnaissance Squadron and 23rd Photo Section) 
took place at Bakersfield, Calif., between Nov- 
ember 14th and 2lst, when 40 officers and 250 
enlisted men were encamped at the airport. 

The 9th Bombardment Squadron returned to 
Hamilton Field from a most successful field ex- 
ercise at Steckton, Calif. Sixteen officers, 

5 Flying Cadets and 96 enlisted men participat- 


ing bags and oneumtic mattresses, flying cloth-| ed, and a week of perfect weather made possible 


ing, engine heaters, covers end fire pots of 
varying designs, heaters for cabins of trans- 


starting accessories, portable night lighting 
equipment, special grades of oils and lubri- 
cants, etc. 

The Maneuvers were conducted from February 
1st to 15th, and involved three phases, viz: 
attack of Bombardment planes on Pursuit and 


ja diversified, interesting and complete train- 
i ing maneuver. 


port planes, improved priming systems, engine | 
iHemilton Field, Calif., on December 8th after a 


| week's stay at Fresno, Calif., where maneuvers 


The 3lst Bombardment Squadron returned to 


were conducted. 
The 88th Reconnaissance Squadren returned to 


| Hamilton Field from a field exercise at 
|Hedding, Calif., seven days being spent in the 


Attack planes; attack of Pursuit by Bembardment | field, of which three were used for search and 


and Attack planes, two tactical situations but 
at different localities. 


TRAINING AND MANEUVERS 
lst Wing, GH 





Moffett Field, Celif., and the 
Group, March Field, Calif., concentrated at 


and gunnery meneuvers from March 10th to 20th. 
Participating in these mineuvers were 110 offi- 
cers and 700 enlisted men, utilizing 55 combat 
airplanes. Concrete bombs were tried out during 
these exercises for the first time in the histo- 
ry of the Air Corps. These weigh exactly the 
same as the others and have a reasonable degree 
of accuracy. 

In the Spring, Squadrons of the 7th Bombard- 


Muroc Dry Luxe in the Mojave Desert for bombing | 





ment, Group, Homilton Field, Calif., began tak-  aimrraaaa eon Fort Knox, Ky. 


{patrol missions and two on reconnaissance and 

{aerial photographic missions. 

i 2nd Yine, GHQ Air Force: 

Air Force: 
The lst Wing of the GhQ Air Force, with the | 

exception of the 19th Airship Squadron at 


9th Bombardment | Skeel, Oscoda, Mich., for the purpose of parti- 





From May 22nd to June 6th, the First Pursuit 
Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., was based in the 
area of Midland - Bay City - Saginaw and Camp 


cipating in group meneuvers. 

During the participation of the 2nd Bombard- 
ment Group’ in the Second Army Maneuvers, 18 
B-10B airplanes from the 49th and 96th Bombard- 
ment Squadrons executed on August lst a sim- 
lated bombing assault on Chanute Field, Ill. On 
August 2nd, with the support of Attack units 
from Barksdale Field, La., she Group'assaulted"' 
the enemy ground forces at Fort Knox, Ky. 

On the night of August 7th, a 3plane forma- 
tion from the 49th Bombardment Squadron made an 
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On Auenst 9th, a formation of 15 B-10B planes 
fron the 49th end $¢th S,uadreus were flown to 
Selfridge Field, Mich., for en aerial review 
over the Allegan Aree the following day. Attack , 
units from Barksdale Field and Pursuit units | 
from Selfridge Field also participated in this 
demonstration. 

Three 3-108 planes from the 95th Squadron 
were flown from Langley Field on August 13th to 
stage a night attack on enemy ground forces con- 
centrated in the Allegan Area. 

The last mission to be flown in connection 
with the Second Army Maneuvers was an eerial 
review over tue Allegen Area on August 20th. 
The ?nd 3ombardment Group furnished 10 3-10B 
airplanes for this review. 

The Second Sombard:nent Group actively parti- 
cipated in the maneuvers utilizing the fighting 
forces of both the Army and Navy, held off the 
Virginia-Carolina coast, which crerted national 
interest. The use of Air Corps Reconhnaissens 
and Bombardment orgenizations in coast defense 
tactics was 2 unique and highly enlightening 
experience for all efiicers and enlisted men 
concerned. TImily :iissions were flo-m cut over 
the ocean for distances varying fran 50 to 125 
miles, which flights culminated with the bomb- 
ing of targets towed on the surface by naval 
vessels. 

A formtion of four A-8 Attack planes of the 
37th Attack Syuacron, Langley Field, Va., var- 
ticipated in the Second Army Mancuvers for a 
period of three deys, August 6th - 8th. 

The 8th Pursuit Group Headquarters, Langley 
Field, departed August 12th for Virginia Beach, 
Vase, to engage in field exercises for a peried 
of two weeks, using the new PB-2A airplanes. 
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3rd Wing, GHQ Air Force: 

the quarterly test of the 90th Attack 
ron, Barksd-le Field, Le., with full fiel 
equipment, wes conducted from April 6th te 10th | 
at Natchitoches, La. 

A flight of 17 A-17 Attack planes departed 
from Barksdale Field, La., August lst, for 
Selfridge Field, Mich., to participate in the | 
maneuvers of she Second Arry. 

During the period from September 7th to 12th, 
the 90th Attack Squadron, Barksdale Field, La., 
carried out squadron field exercises at Fort 
Crockett, Texas. Twelve 4-17 Attack vlanes 
were flown in these exercises. 

The 20th Pursuit Group, Barksdale Field, La., | 
took off on October 13th, end for several days 
staged maneuvers over several cities in Texas. 
The 79th Pursuit Sguadron was besed at Houston, 
the 77th at Beaumont and the 55th at Fort 
Crockett. 

The 77th Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale Field, 
conducted interception problems at Natchitoches, 
La., for the period of one weex. 4 

For a period of five days, the 79th Pursuit = | 
Squadren, Barksdale Field, La., occupied the | 
field camp at the Municipal Airport at 
Natchitoches, La., where field exercises were | 
conducted. 
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The period between October 26th and November 
Sth found the 20th Pursuit Group (55th, 77th | 
and 79th Pursuit Seuadrons) of Barksdale Field, 
at the Shushan Airport, New Orleans, La., work- 


ing interception problems with the 3rd Attack aaa 


| cela, Fla, 


_auxiliary fields. 


O-43 planes, participated in maneuvers 
' Leavenrorth, Kansas, June 4th to 19th, 


| vation 
'Calif., to Fort Lewis, Wash., with a daily aver- 


| the Recular 





Group. Daily missions teok the Pursuiters to 
several cities in the south, among then Pensea- 
Montgomery and Mobile, Alea. For 


the most part, the 3rd Attack Group simulated 


| the enemy ferces fer the 20th Pursuit Grou. 


ther Air Corps Organizations: 

6 5 vente Group, Albrook Field, Canal 
Zone, completed its annual period of field 
training en March 27th, after cperating for 


aXe 


| approximately two wecks en the temporary air 
| drome at Aguadulce, Panam. 
| the maneuvers was the nivcht operations from 

| the newly improvised fieid at Acsuadulce, this 


The feature of 


marking the first time such operations were 
coneucted in the Panam Canal Department from 
viost ef the nicht work fell 
to the 25th Bombardment Squedren, France 
Field, which cooperated with the Pursuit Group 
in a number of missions. The field at 
Acuadulce wes lighted by kerosene pots, and 


‘two anti-aircraft searchlishts were used in 
‘lieu of floodlizhts. 
| Pursuit Group were flown a total of 403 hours 
ion 40 tactical missions. 


The planes of the léth 
Six pilots from Breoks Field, Texas, 


me 
Fort Sill, Oklea., from dune 20th to 27th. 
Starting June 27th, the Air Corps took 2 
hend in a five-day 'war'' which constituted the 
closing exercises of the craduatins class of 


' the Field Artillery School at Fort Sill, Okla. 
‘The lst Balloon Scuadron and Flight =, 
' Observation Squadron, assisted by three A-1 
| Attack planes from 3arksdele Field, La., an 
| three 0-43 Observation plenes from Brooks Field, 
| Texus, performed photo-raphic and visual recon- 


1Sth 


~ 
( 

A 
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naissance missions. In addition, the Attack 
planes ''strafed'' and laid smoke screens for 


‘the further education of the student officers. 


A formetion of eight B-1A planes from Luke 


| Field, T.H., executed on September 7th a suc- 
| cessful interception mission with the U.S.Army 


Transpert REPUBLIC. Tue Transport was inter- 


' cepted while approximately 175 miles from 

| Mokapuu Head, equivalent to a half day's steam- 
i ing. 
| within 15 seconds of the hour scheduled. 


The interception was actually effected 


Durin: the training year 1936, the 9lst Obser- 


S-uedron, transferred from Crissy field, 


age of seven planes in conmission, amassed a 
totel ef 5,398 aircreft hours. In cooperation 
with other brenches of the military service, 


'a@ total of 542 heurs was flown and 33] hours of 


night flying were accumilated between fogsy 
nights at Crissy Field. 
MANEUVERS IN COOPERATION WITH OTHER BHANCHSS 
The 9lst Observation Sreuadron, with the 15th 
Photo Section attached, stationed at Crissy 
Field, Calif., completed field meneuvers with 
the Sixth Brigade. From April 12th to 29th, 
these crganizations were encamped at the Watson- 
ville Airport, about 100 miles south of San 
Francisco. 
During the months of Ma 


and June, the 15th 
Observation Sousdroa, Scott 


Field, Ill., carried 


out cooverative missions with other branches of 
at Fort Knox, Ky., Fort 
Ill. , and Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 
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Three A-17 planes sf the 13th Attack Squadren, 
Barksdale Field, Lx., were flevm cn June Oth 
to Fort Sill, Oxla., where, jcined by three 
0-43 planes from Brooks Field, Texas, they con- 
stituted the ''Red Air Force'' in general field 
exercises of the Field Artillery greduating 
class, which extended over a period cf 4 days. 

Flight A of the 16th Observetion Scquadren, 
Langley Field, Ve., arrived at Bulling Field, 
D.C.. Sept. 19th, and was encamped there for 
three weeks while per/orming cooperative mis- 
sions with the Infantry from Fort Geerje Meade, 
3 ,» and the Field Artillery from Fort Hoyle, 

The 63rd Toast Artillery (Anti-Aircreft) from 
Fort MacArthur, Celif., conducted searchlizht 
practice at Marci Field, Calif., during the 
latter part of September and first half of Oc- 
teder. A plane from the 19th Bombardment Group, 
March Field, was used in the nightly prcbleus. 
In the final, or record prcblem twelve planes 
were employed. 

Three Bombardment planes were flown frcm Luke 
Field, T.H., to Meui on September 23rd, and for 
twn days a series of cooperative missions were 
carried out in connection with the annual en- 
campment of the 299th Regiment, Hawaii Naticnal 
Guard. 

During the week ef November 9th, all units in 
Hawaii were engaged in the Hawaiian Department 
Military Competitions, an amiual event inaugu- 


rated in 1936 by Najor General Hugh A. Drum, De-' 


partment Commander. The 18th Composite Wing, 
embracing the 5th Cempesite Group of Luke Field 
and the 18th Pursuit Group ef Wheeler Field, 
participated in military events in competition 
with other organizations in such activities as 
recruit drill, tent pitching, personal appear- 
ance and equipment events, and events for moter 
transportation. A number ef flying events by 
the Air Corps was staged. 


DEYONST RATIONS 


Coordination of the Attack Aviation course at 
the Air Corps Tactical School with the present 
work carried on by the Third Attack Group was 
effected in part by a demonstration at Waxwell 
Field, Ala., on January 27th, when nine A~1?2 
planes of the &th Attack Squadron, commanded by 
Major Lester J. Meitlend, were utilized ina 
simulated attack on an enemy airdrome through 
the spraying of chemicals ani the dropping of 
parachute bombs. 

Personnel of Bolling Field, D.C., teek an ac- 
tive part on Anril 6th in the Army Day parade 
in Washington. aA P-26 airplane, mounted on a 
flat trailer trinmed with Corps colors and sur- 
rounded by a marching squad ef soldiers, made 
an impressive float. 

On Army Day, a two-flight fcrmation frem 
Barksdale Field, La., flew ever the city of 
Shreveport for an extended period, dropping 
parachute flares well away from the danger 
areas but visible from anywhere in the city. 
Continueus communication between the planes and 
two Shreveport radie stations was broadcast, 

Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, was the 
scene on April 2nd of the largest review in the 
history of the Panama Canal Department. Approxi- 
mately 11,000 troops, all available motor trans- 





'yortatien and eirplanes were utilized. The re 

‘view was received by Hon. Harry ii. Yoodring, 

i then Assistant Secretary of War, at that time 

| in Panama maxing an extensive inspection of the 

| Canal Zene end its installations. In the 

pay review were the nev; B-10 Bombers which 
on the preceding dey, led by Lieut. Colonel 

i Charles ®. Oldfield, had completed the ferry 
flight from Lanzley Field, Va. to France Field, 

| Panama Canal Zone. 

' On April 24th, nine Pursuit and nine Bombard- 

ment planes from Kelly Field, Texas, were flown 
on a training maneuver involving the intercep- 
tion of Bombing planes by a Pursuit formation. 

This maneuver was held at the seme time a four- 

'mile long 'Bettle of Flowers'' parade, in com 

| memoration of the 100th anniversary of the 

battle of San Jacinto, began to weave through 
the streets of San Antunio. 

The San Francisco Bay Region Junier Birdmen 
|of America visited Hamilton Field, Calif., on 
Mey 24th. The youngsters brought along a sun- 
\dry collection of model airplanes which taey 
| flight-tested at the field. For the benefit of 
| the young visitors, the various squadrons at 
| the field demonstrated tactical and training 
maneuvers. 

Airplanes ef the Third Wing, Barksdole Field, 
comprising 19 Pursuit and 17 Attack, were flown 
on June 6th to Delias, Texas, where an aerial 
exhibition was staged at the official opening 
of the Texas Centennial Exposition. 
| Sift A-8 Attack planes from the 37th Attack 
Scuacron, Lengley Fiel2, Va., were emloyed in 
an attack demonstretion at Edzewood Arsenal, 
Md., for the gradueting classes of the Chemical 
|Warfere School. The 37th also gave a Jemn 
| stration of ground strafing before students of 
the Army War College, Weshington, D.C. 

Langley Field airmen riddled "enemy"' targets 
;on Plua Tree Island bombing range in an wucanny 
|! exhibition of marksmnship which captured the 
imetineatien of 120 graduates ef the Army Var 
| College 1935-1936 Class, and a hundred or so 
| spectators linin; the beach. Forty-three air- 
{planes (19 Bermbardment,; 18 Pursuit and 6 Attack) 
itcok part in the big aerial shew. For a little 
jover an hour the airmen gave exhibitions of for- 
Imztion flying, lon’-renge gunnery, tow-target 
| gunnery, machine gmn ettacks on a water target 
| and bombins frem hich altitudes. 

The Second 3ombordment Grwup, Langley Field, 
'Va., stazed the larzest bombing demonstretion 
;in the histery of the Air Cerps, when 18 3-10B 
l airplanes, each carrying six 10%-pound demli- 








i tien bombs, one half of them instantaneous 
fuzes and the remainder delay fuzes, made an 
attack on a terget and dropped all bombs ait 
ene time on a signal from the leader. Inmedi- 
ately following the 18 planes, three B-103’s, 
exch carrying three 500-pound demolitioa bombs, 
bembed the same target in salvo. 

Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., was the scene 
of a Field Day on Flag Day, Jume 14th, the 
;field being turned over to the Sons of the 
American Legion of Illinois and Missouri. Vari- 
ous athletic events, compétitions detween drill 
teams and busle ccrps, flying of model air- 
Planes, and a demonstration by 12 P-26 Pursuit 
planes from Selfridge Field, Mich., were the 
outstanding features of the day. Approximately 
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25.WO vrcrle weve vresent st the field. 

A daily feo the Natiouel Air Races at 
Los Angeles, Calif., Sept. 4th te 7th, was a 
demonstration by a squadron ef A-17 Attack 
planes from March and Barksdale Fields of vari- 
ous types of rtteck and show formmitions. 
Eighteen pilots took part in the swoopin,; low 
maneuvers and novelty formetions depicting the 
letters "L'' and "A'' which passed over the sky- 
turned faces of consistently record-breaking 
crowds of spectators. The Reces proved to be 
the greatest held since their inception, at- 
tracting a daily attendance ef appreximately 

0,000, or 320,000 for the four days. : 


| Aelegation ef four Langley Field officers, who 
| flew te Miami to act as observers at the Meet. 
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FLYING MISSIONS OF MERCY 
The 49th Bombardment Souadron, Langley Field, 
| on February 10th and 11th, dropped packazes of 
| food to the inhabitants of Tangier and Smith 
Islands whe were facing starvation due to heavy 
ice flees in Chesapeake Bay which prevented any 
assistance from reaching them by water. Five 
_trips were made and a total of approximtely 
| 5,000 pounds of ford was dropped. 
During the flood in the State of Pennsylvania 


The °Oth Atteck Squadron, Barksdale Field in March, the 2nd Bombardment Greup, Langley 

v ’ | : a : oe eae a = he Fe 

La., dispatched on June 17th a flight of three Field, periormed relief missions by dropping: 
A-12 planes to Mexwell Field, Ala., frem which | toed and other supplies to isolated commmities. 


Rescue missions were perforned by Selfridse 

'.Fisld pilots on May 27th and 28th in an attempt 

| to lncate on Lake St- Clair beating parties re- 

| ported missing. Tyo beats were sighted, one 

| overturned with a lone survivor‘clinging to it, 

| and the other beat travelins in circles at full 
throttle with no one abeard. The nearest shore 
station was radioed the locaticn of the over 

| turned craft and a boat was sent cut to the 

| rescue, 

| Two mercy flichts were made on July 15ta in 

| the Transport C-15 hosvital ship from Kelly 
Field, Texas. After pickin; up at Dallas, Tex., 
a Field Artillery solcicr stricken with appen- 

| dicitie and transporting him to the Fort Sam 

| Houston Hospital, this plane later that day was 

| flown to Alice , Texas, where a CCC youth, 
severely injured in an auto truck accident,was 

| picked up and also transported to the Fort Sem 


place they operated in an attack on ground 
treops in the vicinity of Fort Benning, Ga., 
using machine guns (simulated) and mstard g2s 
(actual lime water sprayed from two 18-gallon 
tanks in each airplane 

An aerial dexonstration at Fort Benning, Ga., 
for the benefit of the sonicr class ef the U.S. 
Military Academy wes participated in by the 
20th Bombardment and 37th Attack Squadrons frem 
Langley Field, Va-, and the 13th Attack end 
79th Pursuit Scuadrons from Barksdale Field,La. 

Brigadier General Halstead, Pacific Sector 
Commander, and Brigedier General George =.Brett, 
19th Wing Comnander, witnessed an aerial review 
at Albrook Field, Penama Canal Zone, on August 
29th. The entire Pursuit strength of the 
Isthms, plus 0-19 planes of the 44th Observa- 
tion Squadron, participated. 

The air demonstration given by the GHQ Air 
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Ferce at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on September | Fouston rt: a be * 
2sth, under the direction ef Brig. General H.C. Planes of the 16th Pursuit Group, “hecler 


Pratt, Commander of the 2nd Wing, was witnessed Field, TH, trensported twn appendicitis cases 
by appreximately 10,000 spectators. The parti- | from the Kilauea Military Camp on Hawaii to the 
cipating organizations were the 49th Bombard- § Tripler General Hospital. On Ausust 23rd, dur- 
ment, 17th Pursuit and 90th Attack Squadrons, ing the Hawaiian National Guard encampment, an 
from Langley, Selfridge and Barksdale Fields, | A-12 Attack plane was dispatched with life 
respectively. | Jackets in the endeavor te rescue three men who 
About 2,000 Kivanians from the California- | were washed out to sea by the current. Two of 
Nevada District visited March Field, Calif. , | the men reached the shore safely, but the third 
October 8th, and witnessed a demonstration of | drowned before the plane reached the scene. 
air maneuvers, parachute bemb dropping, ¢round | Colonel 1. W. Cempanole, Military Attache to 
strafing, etc. | entral America, stationed at San Jese, Costa 
On the afternoon of October 17th, the First | Pica, required an inmediate eperation. Good 
Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., conduct- | Bospital facilities being in Penama, a Bellanca 
ed the 12th runing of the Mitchell Trophy Race. | 7ransport plane was flown to Sen Jese and the 
Unfavorable weather kept the attendance down to ; Patient was transpcrted to the Gorgas Hospital 
approximately 20,000 spectators. The winner of _where a successful operation was performed. 
the Race, lst Lieut. John M. Sterling, Air | During the last typhoon in the Philippines, 
Corps, attained an average speed of 217.546 /@ motorized battery of Field Artillery was m- 
miles per hour, breeking all previous speed | rooned on a send bar in the middle of the 
records for this event. <A number of other _Bemben River when half way across. A sudden 
racing events were held during the afternoon, | TiSe ©? water prevented progress in any direc- 
also acrobatic competitions, an attack demon- | tion, and an their two days isolation two 
stration, balloon bursting by two P-26 planes, Pilets of the Srd Pursuit Squadron, Clark 
formation flying, etc. 


| Field, P.I., made several flights to the sand 
Nine Martin Bombers of the 19th Bombardment | | ba? and dropped food and medical supplies to 
Group, March Field, Calif. ,. on November 14th, | the Artillerymen. 
swooped over a target in the Great Salt Lake, 
Utah, in one of the most spectacular denonstra- 
tions of modern Army bombing technique ever The 2lst Photo Section, Scott Field, I1l.,de- 
seen in the far west. | livered to the Fort Riley Cavalry School copies 
The Headquarters of the GHQ Air Force,Langley | of a lerge mosaic coverin: 560 square miles ci 


Field, Va., was represented at the All American | See cee? in the Fort Riley region. Many weeks 
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AERIAL PHO" OGRAPHY 








Air Maneuvers at Miami, Fla., in December, by a 


were spent by the personnel of this orjanization 
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in assembling this large photographic msaic. 

Master Sergeant Joe M. Cates, 8th Photo Sec., 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., established what is be- 
lieved to be a record in aerial phntography 
when he secured 530 vertical aerial phetogrephs 
in an hour and 28 minutes during a cooperative 
photographic mission along the New Jorsey coast 
line for the Beach Erosion Board. Captain P.T. | 
Cullen piloted the plane. 

Of twe photographic missions in the Puget 
Sound area assigned to the 15th Phote Section 
eof Crissy Field,,Calif., one in cooperation 
with the 20th Engineers was a large mapping pro- 
ject covering ten 15-minute quadrangles and ty- 
ing together several projects which had been 
completed in the past. The esther project was 
the laying of a tactical map over an area adja- 
cent to Fort Lewis, Wash., embracing 36,000 
square miles, 

On July 3rd, Lieut. Charles Densford and 
Staff Sgt. Coy, of Kelly Field, took 50 expas- 
ures of Texas floods for Congressional use. 

During the Second Army Meneuvers in the 
Allegan County, Mich., area in August, the 
2lst Phote Section, Scott Field, Ill., made 
photegraphic records of all troop movemsnts, 
mosaic maps, and performed all cther necessary | 
work. Qn 22 flight missions, cevering 41:15 
hours’ flying time, 829 negatives were made, 
from which 2731 prints were taken. Fifteen 
small mosaics were assembled for the use of 

| 
| 





umpires assigned to these maneuvers. Photo- 
graphs were made with excellent results under 
all conditions, including complete overeast sky 
and heavy hazee Vertical photographs were made, 
at altitudes from 8,000 to 12,000 feet with | 
both clear and overcast sky. Oblique photograph 
Wye ,cade from 2)000 to 3,500 feet on clear | 
days, and at 1,000 feet and lnwer when the ceil- 
ing was low. Lieut. Kurt M. Landen and Master | 
Sergeant N.K. Loupos photographed 400 square 
miles in the Allegan County area. 

The 2nd Phote Section, Langley Field, made 
photographic mosaic of Fort Meade, Md. ,covering | 
36 square miles, for lithographic repreduction. 

The Photographic Section at Bolling Field, 
D.C., completed en earial mosaic map of the 
District af Columbie an? vicinity. Assembled | 
in the form of a circle, it included all the | 
territory within a radius of 18 miles frem the 
Post Office building. This unit also photo- | 
graphed the Susqueuanna River basin for use in | 
flond control devel voments. | 

Proceeding to Northern New Mexico, a pilot | 
and ymerehes of the lst Photo Section,Kelly | 
Field, took aerial photographs of the pregress | 
of the Conches Dam 5n the North Canadian River, , 
also the terrain in that vicinity. Approximate- | 
ly eight square miles were eavored by 43 ver- 
tical photographs. Sixty-twe oblique pheto- 
graphs were also taken. 


CHANGES OF STATION 

The 91st Observation Souadran and the 15th 
Photo Section, eccupants of Crissy Field, Pre- 
sidie of San Francises, Calif., since the es- 
tablishment ef that field in 1919, were in June 
transferred to their new home at Fort Lewis, 

Washington, ever 900 miles from San Francisco. 
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FLOODS AND STORMS 

Fleod waters cf the Potomac River completely 
inundated Belling Field, D.C., necessitati 
the evacuation of the field on March 18th, the 
removal of all Air Cerps equipment, and the 
abandomnent of efficers and nencemmissioned of- 
ficers' quarters on the field. It was not un- 
til the morning ef March 2lst that the water 
receded enough te permit the troops to return 
to the field and begin the work of cleaning 
up buildings which had been flooded. 

The Air Corps bombing and gunnery range at 
Valparaiso, Fla., was visited by a violent hur- 
Yicane on the night of July 30-31. The strenu- 
ous efforts of Air Corps personnel in bracing 
certain buildings, removing fallen trees and 
electrical wiring aided miterially in reducing 
to a minimum the damage caused by the storm 
Civilianscamping in dangerous localities were 
rescued and brought to places of safety. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

A new nomstep distance record for amhibian 
planes was made by Majer General Frank M. 
Andrews, Commanding General of the GHQ Air 


| Ferce, on June 29th. He was accompanied by 


Major General Frank R. McCoy, Second Corps 
Area Cpumander; Majer John F. Whiteley, cm 
pilet; lst Lieuts. Hugh F. McCaffery and Joseph 
Ae Miller, navigaters, Corporal John McKeuna, 
Privates Ralph A. Minor and Charles J.Archer. 
Flying in the Douglas QA-5, the distance of 
1425 miles from San Juan, Porto Rice, to 
Langley Field, Va., was covered in 1] hours 
and 9 minutes. 

Of the total «ef 117 werld's aeronautic 
records, listed by the Bulletin of the Federa- 
tion Aercnqutique Internationale as ef Jamary 
1, 1936, France was credited with 37 of these 
records; the United States with 36; Italy, 27; 
Germany and Poland, 8 each; and Great Britein, 
On July 1, 1936, American aviators, with 
49 world's records to their credit, led all 
other nations in this respect. 
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The aeronautical display of the Army Air 


| Cerps at the Great Lakes Exposition at Cleve~ 


land, Ohio, was mde uw of specially selected 
items representing the very latest as well as 
some of the earliest types of equipment used 
by the Air Corps. 

During the pericd between July 24th and 
August 27th, Major General Oscar Westover, 
Chief of the Air Coys, made a four of inspec- 
tion which embraced practically every Air Corps 
station within the gontinental limits of the 
United States. He alse visited and inspected 


' some of the foremost aircraft factories in the 


United States. 

Memory of an Army flyer who was killed ait 
Fort Worth, Texas, 18 years aga, was honored 
at March Field, Calif., on August 9th, when a 
bronze plaque, dedicated to Lieut. Peyton C. 
March, Jr., was unveiled at the San Diego high- 
way entrance to March Field amidst appropriate 
but simple ceremonies. About 400 civilians 
and 1 soldiers attended the ceremny, 
~~ Ve7244, A. C. 














end besty Conference 
"23 lricht Field, 
Ohio, October oth to 9th, and was ‘atte enfed by a 
representative group of officers whese duties 
are connected with engineering and supply mat- 
ters relating to the Air Corps. 
RESERVE TRAINING 

Twenty-one Reserve officers reported at 
Langley Field cn July 19th for twe weeks'’ active! 
duty, 17 being assigned to the 20th Bonbardment | 
Squadron and 4 to the 6th Pursuit G Group. 

On July 19th, 53 Air Reserve efficers began a 
two-week period of active duty at Long Beach, 

Calif. 

The period from August 2nd to 15th at the 


The annus! Enzi neerin- 


> ¢a-33 a) > i 3*c 


Manicipal Airport,Oakland,Calif., was devoted to, 


training of 12 Reserve efficers from the 316th 
Observation Ssuadcron and 4 Reserve officers 
from the 38lst Service Squadron,attached. From 
August 16th to 20th, training was conducted for 
1l Reserve officers from the 367th Observation 
Squadron ani 4 Reserve officer: attached. 

The Air Corns Reserve of the 7th Corps Area 
completed two excellent summer training cams, 
both at Cam Ripley, Linn., the first from 
Augest 23rd to September Sth, and the second 
frsm September Sth to 19th. Over 751 hours 
were flown during the two training camps. 


TAMIr 
UU NS 


DISTANCE FLIGHTS 

The lergest mass flight ef U.S. Army planes 
made to. a possessicn beyond the continental 
limits of this country was completed on Febru- 
ary 28th, with the arrival in the Panama Canal 
Zene of 13 P-12 and 11 3-6 airplanes. These 
plenes, usei-by Air Corps organizetions at 
Langley Field, and transferred to Panama to re- 
place unserviceable aircraft, were ferried by 
Air Corps pilots on duty in the Panama Canal 
Department. Lea. eving Langley Field on February 
llth, the flight proceeded vie Atlanta, Ga., to 
the San Antonio Air Depot for mechanical check- 
up of the planes. Taxing off from San Antonio 
on February 2lst, the flight preceeded to des- 
tination via Brownsville, Texas; Tampico and 
Vera Cruz, Mexico; Guatemala City, Guatemala; 
Managua, Nicaragua, and San Jose, Costa ica. 
Lieut. Colonel Charles TI. Phillips wes flight 
leader of the Pursuit contingent and Lieut. 
Colonel Junius E. Houghton ef the Bombardment. 

Piloting three new PB-2A plenes, Lieut. Col. 
Ralph Royce, Major Alfred E. Kessler and Capt. 
Robert C. Oliver flew from the plant of the 
Consolidated Aircraft Co., San Diego,Calif., to 


actual flying time. 

Major Ira C. Eaker, Air Corps, piloting a 
single-seater Pursuit plane, landed at Los 
Angeles, Calif., on June 7th,following a flight 
started June 3rd from Mitchel Field, N.Y., dur- 
ing which he relied solely on the instruments 
in the plane to guide him to his destination. 
Owing to the limited gasoline supply of the. 
small Pursuit piane, the flight was made in 
easy stages. wejor W.E, Kepner, in ancther 
Pursuit plane, served as a convcy to avert any 
mishaps. 

Three airplanes of the 2nd Observation Squad- 
ron, Nichols Field, P.I., were flown on a 450- 


| 56th Sq uadron were flown te Little Falls,Mim., 
; on Te. 19th; 12 planes ef the 79th Squadron 
| to Denver, Colo., on June 27th, and 12 planes 
ef the 77th Squadron ‘to Dayton, Chio,June 28th. 


|Attack planes from March Field, Calif., com 


\ 


| 


ito the 73rd Attack Squadron. 
cf 148.2 miles per heur was reported for the 


Barksdale Field departed on September lst to 
| participate in the National Air Races ai Lc; 


i El Peso Texas, enroute. The total flyinz “el 
| of the flight at the Races was 71 heurs and 


' 5 minutes. 


; OA-5 vlane, 
| distance of 
| Fla., was the only intermediate stcp both ways. 


sub-stratosphere, ten speedy Pursuit planes 
| from Barksdale Field lanied at Kelly Field on 
| December 12th, after a 360+mile aerial journey 


}-Souadron, France Field, Panama, took off om. « 
| December 14th on a good will flight to 3ogota, 
| Colombia. 
| bia, 416.miles from Penama, 


| Jose, Costa Rica, and wenagua, Nicaragua. 


| Masbate, Negros, Mindoro and Panay. Approximate- 


| Seday trip, and all were found generally to be 





mile mission, during which landings were made on ' 
several islands of the Philippine Archipelago. 


| tions were operated above 20,000 feet to famil- 


| General George H. Brett in command, arrived in 
; Panama on December 20th. 
Selfridge Field in 13 hours and 10 minutes of 
| 
| 
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Several extended cross-country flights in 
fozrnation were perfermed by the 20th Pursuit 
Group during June. Fourteen planes of the 


In 7 hours and 45 minutes, five Northrop 


leted a flicht to Kelly Field on Aucsust 2lst 
in what was purported to be the longest mili- 
tary non-stop fomsation flight on record. The 
| flijht was designed to test the gas and oil 
consumption of the new Attack planes assigned 
An average speed 





trip. 
A flizht of eight A-17 Attack planes from 


Angeles, Calif. Steps were mace at Midland « 


On November 15th, the 21st Reconnaissance 
Squadron, Langley Field, Va., compieted a rost 
interesting and instr ‘active fli; ght in a Doucslas 
to Panam. Only 456 of the total 
3890 miles was over Pe ad. Miami, 


Testing lons non-stcp flizhts throusa the 


which required 2 hours end 15 minutes. 
Five B-10B planes cf the 7th Odservation 


A stop was wade at Medellin, Colom- 
wnere the planes 
were refueled and the flicht personnel were 
greeted by high officials ef the town. At 
Borota the fli; ght was welcomed and entertained 
by “high officials cf the Colombian govermaent. 
Starting on the return flight on December 17th, 
the flight personnel remained evernight at 
Sali, Ceolombie, where the primery military and 
flying school is located,ani left on the ~orn- 
ing of the 15th for a direct flight of 365 
miles to Frence Ficld, which was accomplished 
in 2 hours and 20 minutes. 

A ferry flight of three planes (a 3ellenca 
C-27 and 2 Touglas Amphibians) with Brigadier 


The flight took off 
from Randolph Field, Texas, on December 17th, 
and made stops at sinatitlan, Tampico and Vera 
Cruz, «wexico; Suaterala City, Guatemala; San 


The Third Pursuit Squadron, Clark Field, r.I., 
completed a cross-country flight to the Southern 
Islands of Leyte, Cebu, Bohol, Mindanao, Jolo, 





ly 25 landing fields were visited durin; the 


=e sre ra 


in good condition. 


ALTITUDE FLIGHTS 
Individual and formation altitude performance 
flights were accomplished by the 35th Pursuit 
Squadron, Langley Field, January 20-26. Forma- 
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iarize pilots with high altitude conditions and 
the use of oxygen equipment. 

Flights for the purnese of recording measure- 
ments of cosmic ray intensities were made at 
Bolling Field, I.C., December 2lst and 22nd, in 
a C-8 photographic plane, observations being 
et at altitudes of 10,000, 15,000 and 
20,000 feet. 

Lieut. V.R. Robertson, 33rd Pursuit Squadron, 
Langley Field, Va., flew a P3-2A airplane up to 
39,200 feet and remained at that altitude for 
approximately 20 rnutes.© At thés altitude the 
controls froze and the pilot had to throttle 
back to lose altitude and return to a warmer 
layer. 

MISCELLANEOUS FLIGHTS 

Sixteen officers from the lst Pursuit Group, 
Selfridze Ficld, ferried to their home station 
P-26C Pursuit airplanes manufactured by the 
Boeing Aircraft Co., Seattle, Wash. 

In a flight on July 7th to test a blind fly- 
ing head, designed by the 19th Bembardment 
Group and adopted to the B-l0 plane, Col. C.L. 
Tinker, in a hooded cockpit of a B-l0B, flew 
from Hamiltén to Arch Field and return, rely- 
ing solely on the instruments in his plane. 
Approximately four hours were spent under the 
hood and 600 miles covered. 

A Douglas C~33 Transport plane, piloted by 
Privates Treweek and Davis, was flewn from 
Patterson Field, Ohio, to Bolling Field, D.C., 
in an hour and 40 minutes, or at an average 
speed of nearly 240 miles per hour. This con- 
stituted a record run between these two fields. 

During July, Flight A, lst Transport Squad- 
ron, Patterson Field, in a total of 17 freight 
trips, flew 12,655 miles and carried freight 
eggregating 42,377 pounds. 

On September 17th, 19 airplanes from Langley 
Field were flown to and temporarily housed at 
the Middletown Air Depot, this being occasioned 
by the arrival of a hurricane off the Virginia 
Capes which threatened to flood Langley Field. 

A Douglas twin-engined airplane, equipped as 
a flying labcratory to conduct pine Bhs tests 
on a cembination of celestial an@ deed recken- 
ing navigation equipment, landed at Prownsville 
Texas, Sept. 24th, completing a trip across the 
Gulf of Mexico from New Orleans, La. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 

The landing mat at Moffett Field, Calif., was 
extended 500 feet, making the total length ef 
same 2,000 feet. 

Werk started on April lst on a new concrete 
apron, approximately 1,000 fect long by 100 
feet wide, and from 6 to 8 inches thick, for 
the airplane hangars at Scott Field, Ill. This 
project included a concrete drain along the 
landing field side and three wash racks and a 
number of gasoline refueling boxes. 

New airdrome equipment was installed at Broo 
Field, Texas, including a tewer for a remotely 
controlled wind indicator in front of the tran- 
sient hangar, a bank of 8-9 floedlights at the 
northeast end and ene at the west end of the 
field. 

The landing mat at Luke Field, T.H., was 
lengthened by 500 feet and widened by 100 feet, 
increasing its size to 3,000 by 400 feet. 
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Ground was broken on September 8th for the 
construction of Sacramento's new $7,000,000 air 
repair depot. While four Air Corps Squadrons 
soared over the site, near Ben Ali, Hon. Frank 
M. Merriam. Governor of California, in the 
presence of appreximately 15 
pushed down one plimges high vot che etka 
of dynamite as the signal for work to start. 
When the project is completed, this site will 
house the Army's repair center for planes on 
the Pacific Coast, Hawaii and the Philippines. 

A control tower to regulate air traffic ar- 
riving at or departing from Mitchel Field,N.Y., 
was placed in operation there on November 10th, 
jwith operating personnel maintaining continuous 
\24~hour watch with radio receivers tuned to 
four different frequencies. 

The night lighting system at Kelly Field, 
Texas, was augmented by the installation of 
three Type 9-A fleedlights. There was also in- 
stalled a new T which has automatic wind con 
trol settings, and a new system of signal 
lights for night flying control. 


SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 


During the calendar year 1936, a total of 
83 officers and 281 Flying Cadets commenced 





| training at the Air Corps Primary Flying School 
;at Randclph Field, Texas. The March, i936, 
/class, the smallest one entering the Air Corps 
| Training Center for quite a number of years, 
|comprised 7 officers and 61 Flying Cadets; the 
i\July Glass, 15 officers and 117 Flying Cadets, 
land the October class, 61 officers (all gradu- 
jates of the June, 1936, class of the U.S. Mili- 
|tary Academy) and 102 Flying Cadets. 

A total of 196 students graduated from the 
|Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
| Texas , during 1936. The February graduating 
|class comprised 5 officers of the Regular Arny, 
'2 foreign officers and 45 Flying Cadets; the 
| June class, 9 officers and 52 Flying Cadets, 
jand the October class, 34 officers of the Regu- 
ler Arny, one officer cf the Philippine Con- 
stabulary and 48 Flying Cadets. 

Ten Air Corps officers were assigned as stu- 
dents in the 1936-37 class of the Army Yar 
College, and nine in the 1936-1937 class of 
the Army Industrial College. : 

Graduation Exercises at the Air Corps Tactic- 
el School, Maxwell Field, Ala., were held on 
June 2, 1936, the graduating class comprising 
66 Air Corps officers, one Navy officer and 
three warine Corps officers. 

Six pilots of the lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge 
Field, departed on June 13th in P3-2A planes 
for sitchel Field, N.Y., for duty in connection 
with eerial exverience instruction of West 
Point cadets. 

The 7th Bombardment Gro 
started a navigation school on July 6th. 

The 2nd Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., 
departed on June 15th for Mitchel Field,where 
for three weeks intensive flying was conducted 
jin connection with the aerial experience of 
| the first class from the U.S. Military Academy. 
| 
| 


, Homilton Field, 





Sixty-one members of the elass of 276 Cadets 
who graduated from the U.S. Military Academy 
ion June 12, 1936, were attached to the Air 
{Corps for flying training. 
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Commencement exercises of the 1936 class of 


Auditorium. Brigadier General A.™. 
Chief of the Materiel Division, addressed the | 
graduates and awarded them their diplomas. Ten 
Air Corps officers comprising the 1937 Engineer-| 
ing class, reported for duty in August. | 
Instruction in the cperation and meintenance 
of automatic pilots was started on July 15th in | 
the Equipment Branch, Materiel Division, with | 
representatives from the Fairfield and Middle- | 
tewn Air Depots, Chanute and Wright Fields in | 
attcondance. | 
From October 19th to 3lst, graduates of the | 
Armerers class of the Air Corps Technical 
School, Chanute Field,Ill., participated infield | 
exercises at the gunnery cam at Valparaiso,Fla. 
and were given practical instruction in loading | 
and fuzing of demolition, practice and fragmen- | 
tation bombs under ectual service conditicns. 
Five medical officers of the neguler Arny 
graduated an Nov. 14, 1936, after a four months’ 
basic course of instructicn at the Schocl of 
Aviation Medicine at Rendolph Field, Texas. 
Four student navigatars comleted the ground 
school course in Celestial Navigation in the 
88th Reconnaissance Scuadron, Hamilton Field, | 
Calif., on October 9th. 
Students of the 18th Composite Wing Communi- | 
cations School, Luke Field, 7.H., engaged in | 
field maneuvers for four days, the class being | 
divided into six teams, each one operating a 
field radio set. 


COOPERATION WITH CIVIL ACTIVITIES | 
Utilizing four plenes from the 23rd Bombard- | 
ment Squadron, Luke Field, T.H., seeds of @he | 
white Hawaiian mehegany tree were dropped over | 
eroded areas on the Island ef Oahu on January | 
20th and 23rd. Mr. G.S. Judd, Territorial For- | 
ester, furnished 2,000 pounds of seeds which | 
were divided among the feur planes. Sowing 
seeds in this manner in the past produced ex- | 
cellent results. 

The 72nd 3ombardment Squadren, Luke Field, 
T.H., aided the National Perk Service of Hawaii 
by sowing Kna seed over the northern half ef 
the Waianre mountcin renge from Bombing planes. | 

From July 1, 1934, to June 30,1936, Scott 
Field officers ond enlisted men mde a total of | 
588 "weather heps'' for the U.S. Weather Bureau. | 

With forest fires in upper Michigan assuming | 
serious proportions, PB-2 planes from Selfridge | 
Field, with Federcl officials as observers,were | 
used to survey the situation in arder te mp | 
out defensive measures. | 

Flying three B-12A planes of the 4th Observa- | 
tion Squadron, Luke Field, T.H., a reconnsis- 
sance of the slepes ef Mouna Kea was mide on | 
October 6th to determine the localities where 
the majority of wild sheep were collected and , 
to estimate their number, in erder to ennble 
the Hawaiian Forestry Service tn conduct peried- 
ic round-ups. The wild sheep had been cousing 
great destruction to the young struggling tim 
ber growth, resulting in increasing erosion. 

An Army Bombing plone in Hawaii was put to a 
rather unique use on October 19th. Instead of 
bombs, there were carried six 100-pound coils 
of wire with which to build a long fence on the 


' 
| 
i 
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| complements which were abolished. 
|'Headguarters and Air Base Squadrons were creat- 
|ed, ene each at Langley, Mitchel, Selfridge, 
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i {southeast side of Mauna Loa to prevent the en- 
the Air Corps Engineerins School at Wright Fidd | cronchment of wild sheep 
were held on July 3lst in the Materiel Division |ranch lands below. 
Robins, | 


and geats into the 
The project of transporting 
the wire fencing was acccmplished in two hours. 
Any cther method of transpertation would have 
required at least two days. 
REORGANIZATION OF AIR CORPS UNITS 

On August 12, 1936, the War Department issued 
instructions governing the .reergsnization of 
the Army Air Corps within the continental limits 
of the United States incident to the reorganizr- 
tion of the GEQ Air Force. Activities ploced 
under the jurisdicticn cf the Chief cf the Air 
Corps are the Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Washin;ton, D.C.; the Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio; the Air Corps Technical 
School, Chanute Field, I11.; the Air Corps Tac- 
tical Scheol, Maxwell Field, Aln.; the Air 
Corps Training Center, and Bolling Field, D.C. 

Under the GHQ Air Force organization, verious 


| units were reorganized and redesignated, and 


new organizations constituted from the station 
Nine Base 


Homilton, March, Barksdale, Scott, Brooks and 
Moffett Fields. Service squadrons were discon- 
tinued, the personnel thereof being transferred 
to Headquarters and Headquarters Squadrons and 
other units. Most af the Observation Squadrons 
were redesignated as Reconnaissance Squadrons. 
Seven squadrons stationed at four Air Corms 
stations (Chamute, Kelly, Mexwell and Bolling 
Fields) were rendered inactive, five of them 
being assigned to the GHQ Air Force and two to 
Corps Areas. 

The Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron of 
the 2nd Rembardment Group, Langley Field, Vo., 
came into being on September 1, 1936, with 14 
officers and 78 enlisted men. 

The Zlst Recrnmaissance Squadron, GHQ Air 
Force, was recanstituted at Langley Field on 
September lst, with two officers and 19 enlistec 


men. 


A new Reserve unit, the 328th Observation 
Squadron, compesed of San Antonio Air Reserve 
tftinece. was organized, with Lieut. Colonel 
Jack H. Lapham in command. 

LIGHTHR-TEAN-AIR ACTIVITIES 

The TC-13 airship at Moffett Field, Colif., 
completed two test flights, the first being a 
harbor watch mission off San Francisco Bay, oper 
ating at the speed of surface craft, which wes 
concluded after 77 hours ef flight. The second 
test was conducted at a cruising speed of 65 
miles per hour, a distance of 1855 niles being 
logged while cruising off shere up and down the 
California seacoast. 

Moffett Field, Cealif., transferred to the War 
Department by the Navy Department, started func- 
tioning as an Air Corps station during the lat- 
ter part of January, 1936. The 19th Airshir 
Squadron, transferred to this station from 
Langley Field, resumed its tactical training on 
February lst. 

During the celebration of the second birthday 
of the Junior Birdmen of America in May, a talk 
was broadcast from the TC-13 airship at Moffett 
Field, and rebroadcast by Station KYA of San 
V-7244, A.C. 




















Francisco. The orgenization of Moffett Field 
was described over the air by Vajor Burdette 
Palmer, Air Reserve, Field Director of the 
Junior Birdmen, while Major Clarence 3.Leber, 
Commanding Officer of the 19th Airship Squad- 
ron, explained the construction and operation 
of the TC-13 airship. 

During August, the lst Balloon Company. Fort | 
Sill, Okla., engaged in the Second Army Maneuv- | 
ers at Camp Custer, lich. 

The 2lst Airship Group, Scott Field, Ill., 
consisting of the 2lst Airship Group Headquar- 
ters Detachment and the 9th Airship Squadron, 
conducted maneuvers from September 15th to 
29th in the vicinity of Springfield, Ill. The 
maneuvers were confined to living in the field 
and carryinz out airship operations without 
the usual airdrome facilities. 


i 





Ed. Note: The review of the activities of the 

Materiel Divisicn of the Air Corps for the cal- 

endar year 1936 will appear as the leading ar- 

ticle in the next issue of the News Letter. 
---000--- 
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THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL | 


THE NEW CLASS AT 


Ten Army officers, a lieutenant ef the 
Mexican Navy, 55 Flying Cadets, one of whom is | 
a member of the Thilippine Constabulary, com J 
prise the new class at the Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas. An additional mem | 
ber of the class is Flying Cadet Henry D. 
Bastin, who was helé over from the previous 
class, due to a prolonged ebsence as a result 
of an injury received in a basketball contest. 

---000--- 


7%th PURSUIT TAKES PRIDE IN SQUADRON HISTORY 


The 77th Pursuit Squadron, 20th Pursuit Group, | 
Barksdale Field, La., has in its possession one 
of the finest or;anization histcries that can 
be found throuzhout the Army in any of its 
branches. First begun by Lieut. Richards in 
November, 1930, it has been faithfully upheld 
by monthly entries ever since. To date there 
is nothing missing - every individual who has 
belonged to the Squadron, every meeuver, spe- 
cial flights, etc., is entered. Major Richards, 
now commanding the 62nd Squadron at San Antonio | 
Texas, recently delegated Lieut. Vance to fly | 
to Barksdale Fieid for pertinent information 
regarding squadron histories in order that he | 
might initiate and maintain one in his new or- | 
ganization. ‘hen a man makes a better mouse | 
trap than his neighber (or keeps a better squad; 
ron history) the world (or Army) will beat a 
path to his door." 


The News Letter Correspon- | 
dent invites lst Sergeant Rowen to take a bow. 
---000--- 
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STUDY OF NAVIGATION BY HAMILTON FIELD SQUADRONS | 





At present, Navication is the key word of the| 
3lst Bombardment Scuadron at Hamilton Field, 
Calif. This Squadron has been concentrating 
upon the theory of Dead Reckening Navigation, 
and it is expected that very shortly all offi- 
cers of this Souadron will have completed the 
theory and the class room problems. It is the 
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{Kelly Field recently. 


desire to coordinate the theery cf Dead Reckon- 
ing Navigation with the actual flying of typic- 
al problems soon after the principles have been 
explained and illustrated in the class room 
Due to poor flying weather, it has not been al- 
together possible to accomplish this. In the 
near future, however, all officers and cadets 
will have completed both the class and flying 
problems. , 

For the past few weeks the 11th Bombardment 
Squadron, Hamilton Field, has been conducting 
a school in Navigaticn and heteorology. This 
class is composed of fourteen officers and 
three cadets. These classes have been meeting 
in the mornings, the afternoons being utilized 
in Navigation missions and air speed calibra- 
tion flights. Some night flying has been con- 
ducted, but due to the generally cold and in- 
clement weather no great amount was done. 


CHINESE FLYER VISITS KELLY FIELD 


Captain Luther Yuen Peh Chang, formerly Chief 
of the Pursuit Section of the Chinese Central 
Aviation School of Hangchow, China, visited 
Speaking of this school, 
the visitor stated that it is patterned after 
and termed 'The Kelly Field of China."' 

Captain Chang, a former member of the Chinese 
air forces, said he knew several former Air 
Corps officers who were comrades of officers 
now stationed at Kelly Field, and discovered 
that General Wen, cne of China's military lead- 
ers, was a-classmate of Colonel Arnold N. 
Krogstad, now Commandant of Kelly Field, in 
1909 in the U.S. Military Academy at Vest 
Point. 

The Chinese Aviation School was established 
in 1931 by Colonel 'Vack'' Jouett, former com 
mander of the Third Attack Group when it was 
stationed at Fort Creckett, Galveston, Texas. 
Colonel Jouett resigned from the Army to take 
over the task of establishing this school, 
which accounts for the American method of train- 
ing emleyed there. Captain Chang said that 
the methods used at Kelly Field in flying trair- 
ing were not new to him, as practically the 
same ones are used at his school. He expressed 
interest in some of the new develcpments in 
flying instruments at Kelly Field and was espe- 
cially interested in Pursuit flying training 
methods. He was escorted over the field by 
Lieut. ii.F. Stalder, instructor in the Pursuit 
Section at Kelly Field. 

The Chinese flyer arrived at San Antonio by 
rail from the east coast, where he had visited 
several airplane factories and Air Corps sta- 
tions. He left by plane for the west coast 
and will leave the United States via the China 
Clipper for the Philippine Islands; after con- 
ferring with members of the crew of the giant 
plane on operation methods. 

---000--- 

During January, the Middletewn Air Depot com 
pleted the m=jor overhaul cf 10 airplanes and 
Sl engines. Minor repairs were made on 32 air- 
planes and 16 engines, these including the in- 
stallation of oil dilution systems on 6 air- 
planes and radic compasses on 26 airplanes. 
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GRADUATION EXERCISES 


Three officers and 30 flying cadets 
were graduated from the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center on Feb. 17, 1937. The usual 
aerial review was held 
ly Field, the reviewing officers being 
Maj.General C.V.Birkhead, commanding the 


General James Ee Chaney, commanding the 
Air Corps Training Center. ; 
lowed by the graduation exercises in the 
Kelly Field Theatre at 10:45 Ali. 
Chaney introduced the speaker, General 
Birkhead, with the following remarks: 
The Army of the United States consists 
of the Regular Ajrmy, the National 
and the Organized Reserves. Today our 
Regular Army consists of 12,000 officers 
and 150,000 enlisted men. Our National 
Guard consists of 13,500 officers and 
175,000 enlisted mene The Organized Re- 
serves consist of 96,000 officers oli- 
gible for active duty assignment in an 
emergency - It will thus be seen that 
the National Guard is numerically the 
hiviy and of the army's components. 
From the point of view of the states, 
the National Guard is maintained to in- 
sure domestic tranquility. However, 
from a national viewpoint, its mission 
is the early and effective reenforcement 
of the Rowklar Army in an emergency. It 
is organized in 18 Infantry Divisions, 4 
Cavalry Divisions, and certain elements 
of Corps and army troops, among which 


are 19 squadrons of Observation Aviation, 


In recent years the National Guard has 
made tremendous strides in preparing it- 
self to carry out its role in national 
defense and its present recognized high 
standard of efficiency is in large part 
due to the patriotism, enthusiasm, and 
hard work of its personnel - especially 
its officer personnel. — we have 
the honor of having with us th 
er of one of our Nationel Guare Divi- 
sions, a man who has distinguished him- 
self both in war and in peace, as a sol- 
dier and as a citizen. take great 
pleasure in presenting to you Major Gen- 
eral Claude V. Birkhead, commanding the 
36th Division, Texas National Guard." 

Extracts from General Birkhead's ad- 
dress are quoted below, as follows: 

nf ' peresiate the honor of besng in- 
vited here to address this graduating 
class and to see this review. I have 
enjoyed every minute of it and my heart 
swelled a little morc, has beat a little 
more rapidly in the contemplation of my 
fellow citizens who, like this and the 
succeeding classes and those that have 
gone before, dedicate themselves to this 
training for the purpose of our national 
defense. I don't think there is any- 
thing finer than the young man who looks 
forward to the possibility that his 
country might need his services and who, 
realizing that possibility (and may God 


v 


t¢erant that it is but a 
pre 
;mos 
at 9:30 4M at Kelyabilities have qualified him for. I 
isa 
re * ry may never engage in another 

36th Division, Texas Nat-Guard, and Brig,ywar, either offensive or defensive, 

‘but I believe that the best chance of 


| . 


This was fol-avo1l 


General! what Lincoln said about it, what every 


Guard,| 


e command- | 


jobous the organization and all over the 
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possibility), 
ares himself to deliver to the ut- 
the service that his God-given 


ossibility; I pray God that this 


ding another war for our country 
‘is just what Washington said about it, 


igreat man who has studied the question 
iand thought about it, with a realiza- 

| tion of what human nature is and has 
always been. a.nd that is that our 

| best assurance against war is a com- 
‘plete and thorough preparation for it 
if it should come. 

There seem to be rumblings, There 
may te somo reason why our governm:nt 
moves their store of treasure from the 
seacoast on the Sast, which, by stuvy 
and trial and maneuver is believed to 
| be vulnerable to possible air att&cas 
and other attacks; but I hope that 
‘that reason is but a possitility that 
|war might some time comee We, I be- 

, lieve, have a great nationcl defense 
‘system. It is a democratic defense 
'system. It is (since our defense as 
| represented by the two great oceans on 
| our borders is rapidly disepvearing), 
‘first our Navy and our const defenses, 
‘then our Regular Army, which is entire- 
ly too small. But it is so highly ef- 
ficient now thet, smal’ though it is, 
those of you who remeber the days of 
'1917 will see en ent>roly different 
'situation if that Army is ever again 
,;called on to furctior, I believe the 
American army today is the most effi- 
icient army in the wor-de 
| Next comes the Naticnal Cuard system, 
lwhich can rapicsy te expanded to two, 
ito three, to soux times its present or- 
iganization of 175,000 wen ara 13,500 
'officers. The National Guard consti- 
‘tutes the first line of defense in any 
imajor emergency, The Regular army be- 
\ing so small will be absorbed in han- 
dling and supervision end organization 
of the armies reoresented by the Na- 
tional Guards ani the selective ser- 
vice. That is something that should j 
inot be the case, I remember in 1919 | 
when, taking lessons from the world 
War y Peepers Pht men both in and out of / 
ithe £rmy, thinking about national do- I 
ifense, began to try to make an organ- / 
lization that would avoid the mistakes 
and errors tnat were upon us in the 
world war and figure out a system. And 
our present system, as represented ty 
b 20, su- | 








the National Defense act of 49 
erimposec upon the former National De- 
Ponse Act, expresses that At 


{eda 
that time there were many t 


oughts 
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rt pent | the opinion of those who had par- 
ticipated, :.... -.... 6 i 
= *"*, and those who had not partici- 
pated directly, was sought; and the pres- 
ent system vuilt upon it. 

It is not large enough. The Rerular 
Army should be doubled in size. The Na- 
tional Guard should be doutled in size, 
and every effort should be made to not 
only have 94,000 officers in the Reserve 
but to maintain double that amount. I 
don't believe in this parity business. I 
don't believe in parity with anybcdy, 
with our Navy or with our Arny. I don't 
believe in this idea that America should 
have a Navy second to nonee I don't be- 
lieve in this idea that America should 
have an Army second to none. I don't 
believe in this idea that America should 
have an air service secord to nonee I 
believe that america, disregarding every 
other nation of the world, should have a 
Navy the best of all in the world; an 
Army best of all in the world; an Air 
Service best of all in the world. andl 
want to say to you that, if Americans 
set their faces that wav and demand the 
best in those three elements required 
for our.unational defense, 1 don't be- 
lieve this country will ever be involved 
in another war upon foreign shores; and 
the possibility of being involved in one 
upon these shores will also be a remote 

ossibility. Those of you who realize 
che horrors of war can est the idea of 
what I mean when I say that my heart 
swells when I see these young men pre- 
parse themselves as'a nart of thet na- 
ional defense system which - if carried 
out - will probably prevent us frcm ever 
having, or going through the horrors of 


| ter supported ty our government than 
j}it has been in Lhe last few years. 
| course, there has been an imuense im- 
; provement in the last four or five 
years. That improvement is not onough, 
‘and it is nothing commared to what it 
,will be in the next few yearse 

I am toid that you gentlemen in this 
| graduating class are excellent flyers, 
'excellent pilots, excellent observers; 
ithat there are few, if anything, that 
{you can acd in the way of handling 
| Shivs of the type you have tcen han- 
|dlinge You are getting a diploma, a 
|certificate, today, but I believe with 
‘all of that that you, and each of you, 
jwiil need to realize tiiat you are like 
j ths high school graduate in this air 
|; ganus that moves so fast; ‘so many new 
, things all the time. The next class 
will. have things that you haven't had 
| the benefit of; changing types of 
planes and auxiliarie: of all kinds. 
Ber fact, I believe you realize that ycu 
‘are Like the high school gracuate - 
ithat you haven't got en edusation yet, 
itut you nave just got the basis upon 
which an education can be built. 
{| Talkins with one of the senior offi- 
cers this morning about the graduating 
class, he said that life in the Army is 
& continuous graduating class. I have 
, graduated from schocl efter school. 
'Well it is like that in civil life. 
‘Each point we reach is simply a basis 
,and a foundation for education, and 
' further..education and training. along 
.the lines of our vocation or our avo- 
‘cation. So I charge you young men- out 
'of an abundayce . 9f expe ience, out of 
imany years of life -tiat you are ina 


anether war, either foreign or otherwise.!place that requires you to continue 


I am proud of these young men. I am 
proud of this country, and I telieve 
‘hat we should drop all this idea of be- 
ing even-Stephen with anyocdy in the 
world - but better than anybody in the 
world in those respects, as we are in 
most other respects. 
This, I understand, is the smallest 
class ever graduated from Kelly Field. 
I don't believe that that is a handicap 
to this class nor any reflection upon it 
or previous classes. I have ceen told 
that what vou lack in uate ey you uake 
up in guelity. I am told that the staned- 
arc aid standing of this class is far up 
as compared wiih the others; that it 
ranks equally <s well as any class that 
has ever precsded it. 
hat you are going out into the service 
now to continue the fine traditions cf 
the Air Corps. I am havpy to say that I 
believe, following this, there will te 
an increasing number of young men to 
come to this stanvard, because I feel 
that America is waking up to the idea 
along the lines I have just been talking 
about; that .imerica should have the best. 
And I believe that the immediately suc- 
ceding years: will see the air Corps bet- 
-1 


I am happy to say | 


your education. If you do not, you 
will be like tne high school graduate 
who stops there - everything else moves 
'on - everyone else adds to his educa- 
'tion and does not stand stiil. If you 
'stand still, you are going back. The 
jnew things of today will te old next 
‘year and abandoned like many of tio 
tanh you are flving today. Next year 
| they will be abandoned. 

I charge you to koep up that high pur- 
;pose in Tife anc continue to make your- 
,self and your service more and movo wal- 
,uadle to your couatry in what I cousid- 
‘er now tho one arm or branch of the ser- 
‘vice thas ismest important- if one can 
'be considered mors imwrtant then > xoth- 
ex; if you can say tht a setcher is 
'more important than a first basemar.; 

i that a pitcher is more important thana 
|catchere Then I say that you,ywho are in 
| the most important branch of our ser-* 
vice today, keep it up and continue 
your progress." 
---o0Co--- 

During January, the Engineering Department 
ef the San Antonio Air Depot overhauled 17 
| planes and 67 engines and repaired 22 planes 
and 16 engines. 


| 
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A list is given below of Staff Sergeants placed in the order ef their standing on the eli- 
gible list for promotion to the grade ef Technical Sergeaut, Air Cerps, eftective January 1, 
This list contains only the first 250 nemes on the qualified list. — 


1937. 
No. Name 

1 dZinkann, Charles* 

2 FEaton, James E.* 

3 Hayes, Henry G. 

4 Howard, John 

5 Bauer, Joseph 

6 Donnelly, Frank A. 

7 Routt, Eomer 

8 mith, Roscoe 0. 

9 Pryor, John 

10 Maginness, James A. 
ll Levesque, Ernest 
12 Campbell, Walter H. 
13. Toohey, Thomas F. 
14 + ‘Birk, Frank J. 

15 Dodd, John C. 

16 Silva, Louis T. 
17 Gessula, Nissim 
18 FProtivnak, Michael 
19 Passwaters, Frencis M. 
28 Crocker, John S. 
21 Balacke, Harry 

22 Halsey, Andrew J. 
23 Wildman, Armstead A. 
24 Capps, Dwight M. 
25 Haga, Fred M. 

26 Rice, Robert E. 

27 McGraw, Mathew A. 
28 Gorges, Anthony J. 
29 Gilbert, Claude M. 
30 Kerr, Raymond 
31 Hoober, Asa C. 
32 Shaw, Carrell L. 
33 Carr, Edward L. 
34 Joyner, Charles 
35 Roziburski, Michael M. 
36 Cheatham, Roy D. 
37 Roeske, Myron 
38 Franklin, Henry L. 
39 Jchnsen, Karl R. 
40 Rowen, Halstead J. 
41 Sheffield, Yilliam F. 
42 Fuecker, Harry N. 
43 Vieleck, Adam J. 
44 Lash, Paul 
45 McConnell, Jessy C. 
46 Oram, George H. 
47 Williams, John &. 
48 Brown, Jacud S. 
49 Falls, Clyde L. 
59 Gardner, Edgar W. 
51 Kaeziba, Alexander 
52 Barlow, Robert L. 
53. Moss, Grover C. 
54 Schantel, August 
55 Caldwell, James M. 
56 Kirby, Louis A. 
57 Langston, Wilbur E. 
58 Chuturich, Michael 
59 Gorin, Maurice 
60 Hunt, Homer HE. 
61 Peacock, Floyd H. 
62 Elder, James C. 
63 Morris, Reuben B. 
64 Hoffman, Leonard L. 


“Appointed Technical Sergeant since January 1, 1937 


PROMOTION OF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS 


65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
Cc 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
37 
88 
89 
30 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
10 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 


Name 
Brocks, fred A. 
Simpson, Walter 
Valkemus, George D. 
Rubby, Louis 
Boudreaux, Henry D. 
Monroy, Fhillip D. 
Jernigan, William H. 
Tucker, James R. 
Fagan, Luther W. 
Willett, Ray R. 
Greene, Robert H. 
Williams, Leonard 
Hurst, Frank 
Paseman, Edwin 
Dercy, Lawrence J. 
Steine, David 
Mehnert, William 
Barker, Arthur C. 
Antrim, Roland E. 
Kramberg, Joseph 
Skelten, Edward F. 
Alexander, Houston 


. Hicks, Harry 


Sloan, Miles B. 
Certer, Lloyd 
Blesh, Earl S. 
Brucher, Martin 
Bright, Clarence E. 
Fisher, Elmer H. 
Simmons, Joel A. _ 
Masterson, John A. 
Benson, HEareld F. 
Lazcr, Thoras 
Dearborn, James E. 
Nipper, Eli i. 


Armstrong, Chester A. 


McClellan, Edwin J. 
Whitaker, Gerald G. 
Weltz, William M. 
Damoroso, Tony 
Marshall, John A. 
Davis, Gelden 2. 
Bennett, Paul D. 


Fredericks, Joseph M. 


Seguine, Cecil C. 
Silva, Manuel 
Flower, Abraham 
Platt, Graham 
Brown, Welter D. 
Carlow, Harold F. 
Jones, Thomas A. 
Kievet, Anthony 
Henry, William F. 
Pruitt, Cecil 
Barnhart ,Lawrence FE. 
Martin, Morris 
Simpson, Dewey H. 
Hoppe, Helrar B. 
Barkhurst, Frank M. 
Laquatra, Leo 
Hygh, Relliferd 
Mondt, Howard 
Wetzorke, Bruno 
Gurley, Bert E. 
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No. 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
133 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
150 
151 
162 
163 
154 
165 
166 
167 


168° 


169 
170 
17i 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 





Neme 


Norich, Albert I. 
ith, Anthony 
Aldrich, Guy A. 
Moore, John H. 
Deming, John B. 
Worthen, Ray E. 
Tuffly, Edward W. 
Morris, William C. 
Dessett, Elbert 
Boyles, James H. 
Sarem, Jack 
Cheatham, Charles W. 
Kidd, Harvey 0. 
Fields, Wiley C. 
Winfrey, Oliver A. 
Ward, Walter M, 
Hampton, Jack 
Senter, Herman F. 
Washburn, Emory E. 
Gorman, Andrew Jd. 
Benevides, Joseph H. 
Froberg, George W. 
Eanes, Louis V. 
Jensen, Oluf T. 
Ross, Delano W. 
Wheeless, John A. 
Eldridge, Russell 
Leonard, Dale F. 
Hansen, Henry P. 
Schultz, Steve J. 
Chaudron, Nervelle 
Hamrack, Robert W. 
Garduque, Gabriel 
Bathey, George H. 
Martini, Henry 
Konnelt, Harold B. 
Yeager, Adolph C. 
Cerr, George W. 
Anderson, Chauncey L. 
Criss, Karl W. 
Witwicki, Kazimir M.A. 
Mickey, Everett 
Huffman, Ernest J. 
Burton, Jack 
Termey, Themas P. 
Fields, Clarence D. 
MecDermett, William K. 
Schuette, Alfred A. 
Weiss, Joseph 
Riviere, Jean E. 
Reilly, Patrick D. 
Chovenitz, Frank J. 
Caris, John A. 
Heekstra, Robert 
Peterson, Cayus P. 
Ward, Leland S. 
Weeks, Alvin C. 
Jolly, Arthur 
MeKewn, Fleyd F. 
Dooney, John J. 
Walsh, Bernard A. 
McGhee, Lester L. 
Norris, Walkér W. 
Newland, Gus V. 


V-7244, A.C. 





























193 Hagan, George M. 213 Smith, Sigsbee J. | 233 Milliard, Peter L. 
194 Warren, Henry M. 214 Delaney, Samel J. ' 234 Hall, Bolton 
195 Shellhorn, Edward 215 Castlemaine, Kerl W. 235 Kolb, Peter, Jr. 
196 Ray, Floyd F. 216 Chestnutt, Herman L. 236 Hunsberger, Horace K. 
197 Terrell, Harry A. 217 Vidmar, Frank 237 Collins, Jacob 
198 Gregg, Inmett L. 218 Parnes, Max 238 Mobley, Emmett A. 
199 Meeks, John D. 219 Morrison, Jay P. 239 Martin, Troy V. 
200 Harth, George J. 220 Armbruster, Otto 240 Jones, George S. 
201 Brock, Norris 221 =Tetu, Dona E. 241 Dwyer, Charles L. 
202 Bisbal, Germain A. 222 Bishop, Chalmers N. 242 Laza, Joseph C. 
203 Goulla, Jack 223 West, Henry L. 243 Klapak, Andy 
204 Novak, Louis W. 224 Simpson, Johnie S. 244 Podraza, Valter H. 
205 Boyles, George D. 225 Flores, Alberto 245 Pond, Everett L. 
206 Gutierrez, Arnoldo 226 Peluso, Tony J. F 246 Williamson, Henry 
207 Charbaugh, Michael E. ze? =Bryan, Hugh 247 Fajnik, Nicholas 
208 Carr, James ¥. 228 McLish, William B. 248 Hadley, Frank E. 
209 Martin, Paul EH. 229 Ferguson, Homer £. 249 Ciphon, Paul W. 
210 Hodges, Herbert P. 230 Slattery, Houston 250 Anning, Richard S. 
211 Beckham, Reuben S. 231 Lawson, Lane L. 
212 DeFord, Lyman 23sec enews. Charles J. 

-—=-O Oo--- 


CORRECTIONS IN MASTER SERGEANT ELIGIBLE LIST | Sergeant, Air Corps; effective March 1, 1937: 
| lst Sergeant Michael Binder, 11th Bombard- 

In the list of nonconmissioned officers qual- | ment Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif., trans- 
ified for appointment to Master Sergeant, Air ferred to 15th Obs. Squadron, Scott Field, Ill. 
Corps, published in the issue of the News Tech. Sergeant Aaron J. Sanders, 12th Air 
Letter of February 1, 1937, the name of Tech- Base Squadron, Kelly Field; to be carried on 
nical Sergeant Thomas V. Burns was inadvertent- | detached service at Kelly Field pendinz further 
ly omitted. He is No. 46 on the qualified list,)| orders. 
as of January 1, 1937, and No. 44 on said list lst Sergeant Yardell L. Mathews, 44th Obser- 





as of February 28th, by reason of two prcomo- vation Squadron, transferred to 7th Observa- 

tions having been made. Sergeant Burns’ posi- | tion Squadron, Panama Canal Department. 

tion is between Technical Sergeants Walters and| Tech. Sergeant James D. O'Donnell, 91st 

Stoser. ! School Squadron, Maxwell Field, Ala.; to re- 
Technical Sergeant Donald P. Herb is shown as | main cn detached service at Maxwell Field un- 

No. 80 on the liaster Sergeant qualified list. | til further orders. 


His correct position is No. 85, between Technic-| Tech. Sergeant Ray Francisco, 62nd School 
al Sergeants George D. McCartney and James G. | Squadron, Kelly Field, where he remains on de- 
Blais. | tached service until further orders. 
---000--- | Tech. Sergeant Joseph Bohrat, 30th Bombard- 
| 
| 


ment Squadron, March Field, Calif., to 50th 
"YYARRANT OFFICER APPOINTMENTS | Observation Squadron, Hawaiian Department. 


| _ Tech. Sergeent Alfred Bernier, 52nd School 
The following~named Master Sergeants of the , Squadron, Randolph Field, Texas, to fill vacan- 
Air Corps have been appointed Warrant Officers, cy in that organization caused by promotion of 
U.S. Army, effective March 1, 1937, they having , Master Sergeant Nendell to Warrant Officer. 
been discharged from their present grade on | Promotions to Technical Sergeant 
| 





February 28. 1937: - Staff Sgt. Henry G. Hayes, Ylst Observation 
Ezra F. Nendell, Randolph Field, 30 years' Souadron, Fert Lewis, Wash.; to remain on de- 

service. tached service at that station until further 
Daniel V. Fraley, Hawaiian Department, over orders. 

28 years' service. Staff Sgt. John Howard, 47th School Squadron, 
William Arnold, Langley Field, Va., over 27 Randolph Field, Texas; to remain on detached 

years' service. service at that station until further orders. 
John J. Arsenault, Scott Field, I1l., over 27; Staff Sgt. Joseph Bauer, 27th Pursuit Squad- 


years' service. ron, Selfridge Field, Mich.; to Maxwell Field, 
Harry Rose, Langley Field, Ve., over 25 years'| Ala., where he is to be carried on detached 
service. service until further orders. 
Joseph Pirisky, Panama Canal Department, Staff Sgt. Frank A. Donnelly, 7th Observation 
over 25 years' service. : , Squadron, Panama Canal Department, where he is 
These appoint-nents will create vacancies in to be carried on detached service until further 
both Master Sergeant and Technical Sergeant orders. 
grades in the Air Corps on March 1, 1937. Staff Sgt. Homer Routt, 46th School Squadron, 
---000--- Randolph Field, Texas, where he is to be carried 
/ ; on detached service until further orders. 
PROMOTIONS TO MASTER SERGEANT Staff Sergeant Roscoe 0. Smith, 52nd School 
é ~ Squadron, Randolph Field, Texas, to vacancy in 
The following noncommissioned officers of the | that organization caused by the promotion of 
Air Corps were promoted to the grade cf Master | Technical Sergeant Bernier to Master Sergeant. 
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"IT have photographed cther floods and 
disasters which covered more arsa, such 
as the Susquehana and Johnstown Rivers 
floods in 1936 and: the Mississippi flood 
in 1927, on which wo worked some eight 
weeks, but never have I seen one causing | 
the complete evacuation of cities the 
size of Paducah, Ky.,nor any othor caus- | 
ing the enormous damage to life and 
property as this one has wrought." 

The speaker was Captain H.K. Baisley, | 
Air Corps, commanding the 20th Photo Sec- 
tion, stationed at Bolling Field, D.C., | 
upon his return from @ photographic mis- 
sion in the stricken area. 

From January 27th to February 6,1937, 
Captain Baisley, accompanied oy Master 
Sgt. Andrew E. Matos, 20th Photo Sec-' 
tion, piloted a Fairchild C-8, photo- 
eeneors airplane over the flooded dis- 

rict. They flew a total of forty-cne 
hours, covering over 3900 square miles. | 
in thirteen separate flights, "shooting™ 
continuously from morning till night 
vertical and oblique views of the flocd 
crest in order to determine the area 
covered by water and the “high water 
marks" from Beaver, Pa. to Cairo, Ill. 

Capt. Paul T. Cullen, Air Corps, aiso 
flying a C-3 Fairchild, with crew from 
Mitchel Field, was on the same mission, 
aud the army airmen worked almost un- 
ceasingly to accomplish their detail. 
Flying at from eight to ten thousand 
feet, according to the weather flying 
conditions, vertical views were taken 
and, despite rain, snow and overcast 
skies, Captain Baisley reports exception- 
al success with the somewhat over five | 
thousand exposures he took. 

The standard aerial film (type 1A, 
Class A) was used in the three T3A cam- | 
6ras for vertical, and the K3B camera 
for obliques, proving the rapid strides | 

| 
| 


in tie yee progress in late ycars. 
Captain Baisley stated that a few years 
ago such a mission could not have been 
so successfully accomplished. | 

On one occasion Captain Baisley and 
Sergeant Matos flew for ten hours, fin- | 
ally landing at about 10:45 P.li.,after | 
taking pictures all day. Through the 
use of his two-way radio equipment, the | 
Captain had obtained permission from the | 
Chief of the Materiel Divisicn at Wright | 
Field, under whose orders he vas perform- 
ing, to gas up and lunch at Scott Field, | 
Illinois, the nearest safe field in the 
territory teing surveyed at that time. 
This radio communication thus saved many 
valuable hours which were used to advan- 
“~— in photographic werk. 

ealizing that a T3A camera cannot be 

reloaded while the plane is in the air 
and appreciating the difficulty and time 
lost in locating safe landing fields, the 
two airplanes each carried three T3A's, 





“SHOOTING” THE FLOOD 
BY the Polling Fieid Correspondent 


ias al 


maneuvering a 135-peun 


|; at Bolling Fieid fer 


| sct of anemometer cups. 


using multiple lenses. These cameras 
were loaded*and put atoard the planes, 
one in the camera mount and the other 
two “standing by". Once in the air, 
‘rith Captain baisley at the stick,Sor- 
geant Matos began shooting and, as soon 
the film was used in one camera, 
he would slide another T3A into the 
mount and continue taking pictures. 

It can ve reauily appreciated that 
camera while in 
flight is no mean task, tut the time 
saved ty this method proved invaluable. 
"In fact",Captain Kaisley stated, “it 
became a question of which supply would 


| become exhausted first - our gasoline 
| or film. 


By this method two airpianes 
accompanied @ mission which would or- 


| dinarily requiro six. 


The procurement of the required 07 
octane gas for the plane was at tires 
difficult, and on one occasion only 70 
octane gas was available at Vincennes, 
Ind. This fuel was so full of rubber 
parvicles and other foreign matter that 


‘the strainers soon became clogged,caus- 


ong the engine to miss badly and neces- 
sitat’ng a forced landing at Sullivan, 
Indiana. although the field was half 


/under water and without landing lights, 


a successful landing was effected and 
word sent to Wright Field. Hero again 
the two-way radio proved its worth. 
From Terre Hauto, Indiana, a supply of 
good gas was obtainod and the mission 
carricd one 

Captain Baisley has had over ten 
years' experience i: ,»'iotographic work, 
having graduated from the Photographic 
School in 1926. He has been stationed 

she past two and 


| one-half years. ‘Sercsnnt hatos came to 


Bolling in 192¢, wtering photcgraphic 
work and remarri-g in that caracity 
ever since. 


oe SO0ee= 
NEW TYPE ATR SPIED INDICATORS 


‘shen tho newly constructed Control 
Tower is placed ir. opsration at Bolling 


| Ficla early in tizrca,it will be equip- 


ped with the “iest werd" in weather in- 
struments. These in: Lude a Velocity 
Transmitter and Indicator, The trans- 
mitter is a magneto generator of the 
tuchometer type, to which is fastened a 
It is known as 
the «weston Voltmeter, calibrated in 
miles per hour for direct rcading. No 
outside current is needed, as the mag- 
neto furnishes its own as the wind 


| +urns the CUPS « 


The direction unit is composed of a 
Selsyn motor, to which is connected a 
three-foct wind vane and a dial showing 
degrees of the compass and the cardinal 
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and semi-cardinal points. The pointer 
on the dial is operated by another Sel- 
syn motor which is in synchronization 
with the one in the transmitter, ‘ith 
the movement of the transmitting motor, 
the indicating motor turns the pointer 
on the dial. For the direction unit, 
110 volt, 60 cycle AC current is need- 
ed. The two indicators are mounted in 
a compact pha about 12 by 18 inches. 

It is believed that this is the first 
of this type of instrument to be placed 
in service with the Army, particularly 
the direction unit. One cr more of the 
velocity units have been installed at 
Langley Field and Bolling Field for 
some time. " 

wm OU0--—- 


i leges. 


the fraternities at the various col- 
The et eere crowd was at the 
University of Alabama, where 300 ROTC 


_cadets showed up en masse and asked 


, questions about aviation. 


| Georgia and Louisiana State. 


| parture of planes. 


| perienced by the student flyers. 


Other uni- 
versities visited were Georgia Tech, 
Alatama Polytechnic, University of 
Landing 
fields were penprecey crowded with 
spectators, both on the arrival and de- 
Not a single forced 
landing or trouble of any kind yon oF 
is 


_ believed that a great deal was learned 


and accomplished on the trip and that 
in future similar trips with instruc- 


| tors will be made at the end of each 


| Classe 


BOLLING FIELD OFFICER MAROONED BY FLOOD | 


An unexpected “tox seat" view of the 


flood stricken area in the mid-west was 


obtained recently by lst Lieut. Villiam 
E. Hall, Air Corps, stationed at Bolling 
Field. DoGe 

While making an extended navigation 
flight, Lt. Hall bh pm one night at 
the field at Blytheville, Arkansas. 
next morning when he arrived at the 
field to take off on his return to Boll- 
ing he found his P-12-E— airplune hope- 
lessly mired in the mud and high waters 
of the flood. 

It was thirteen days before Licut. 
Hall could get his ship into condition 
for flying, and much anxiety for his 


pose. safety was felt at Bolling un- , 


il word came that he himself was "high 
and dry". 


THE STUDENT MAINTENANCE NAVIGATION 
FLIGHT 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Students of the Advanced Flying 
School participating in the pre~gradua- 
tion maintenance navigation flight,tak- 
ing an entirely new route, left Kelly 
Field Febe 3d and returned Feb. llth. 

The flight was successful from the 
very beginning. Bad weather was en- 
countered during the first hour out of 
Kelly, but after that excellent flying 
conditions prevailed, with the excep- 
tion of one day at Maxwell Field,which 
delayed the flight. The weather was 


very cold, especially at Athens,Georgia, | 


where batteries were insufficient even 
to ge the propellers. Everybody 
with whom we came in contact seemed 
keenly interested in aviation and as to 
the purpose of the flight. This inter- 
est was evidenced not only by military 
perecmme, at the various Geeenee but 
py the presidents of these institutions 
and faculty members. At each college, 
those who were interested in aviation 
had everything explained to them. The 
Flying Cadets were all entertained by 


» i319 - 


year and a heat 2 ine 77th Pursuit Squad- 
i 


---000--- 
77TH PURSUIT HAS BXCELLENT MESS 
Without a mess of its own for over a 
rom, Barksdale eld, La., begun a mess 


on December llth. To date, with a dail 
. average strength of forty rations, 


i the mess has managed affairs satisfac- 


The! torily, and it is the boast of rps 3 
5 


member of the squadron that it is t 


best on the Fielde Lt. Desmond as Mess 


' Officer, aided by Mess Sergeant Can- 
0 


trell and cooks Doughty, Flynt, and 
Hanes established an enviable record 
| for mess management. 
---000--- 


WEATHER AIDS TRAINING PROGRAM 
IN HAWAII 


| The month of January in the Hawaiian 
| Islands was characterized by calm 
|weather, ciear skies and cloudless 
‘nights, including a week of limpid 
| tropical moonlight. In consequence of 
‘these imspiring conditions, the units 
of the 5th Composite Grovy at Luke 
Field, THe; achieved substantial prog- 
| ress foward the completion of the an- 
‘nual training program. 
| Emphasis was ee on navigation and 
Bari ny in the Observation (Recon- 
naissance) Squadrons, while each of the 
Bombardment Sauadt ous completed one of 
{their periodic tours of the Islands 
ithe local substitute for the 500-mile 
cross-country flight required on the 
mainland. Night Flying received spe- 
cial attention by all units. 

Among the more interesting photo- | 
graphic projects completed or still in 
progress arez a mosaic of the mountains 
and valleys of eastern liolokai in con- 
| nection with a study of the water shed 
_ of the island; vertical and oblique 
photographs of the work now in progress 
in enlarging the airports on the outly- 
| ng islands, and a special mission to 
| obtain photographs for historical rec- 
| ords of the Heiau at Napoopoo, Hawaii. 
| 
| 


For the benefit of those unfamiliar 
with Hawaii, a Heiau is an ancient Ha- 
waiian temple, the remains of man of 

| which are visible about the islands. 
V-7244,A.Ce 








By the News Lotter 


The part played by the Missouri Nation- 
al Guard Aviation in the flood crisis in 
Southeastern iiissouvri is a very good ex- 
ample of one of the many emergencies 
where aviation may te called upon to 
render service available from no other 
sources 

On Saturday, Jamary 23,1937,t7o vlanes 
of the 35th Division Aviation;Missouri 
National Guard, were ordered to Sikeston, 
Missouri, for flood relief work. Arriv- | 
ing just ctefore noon, the airmen report- | 
ed reedy for service to Captain Shephard 
of the Missouri State Highway Patrol with | 
whom the detachment was to cooperates. 
The danger area, as set forth by Captain 
Shephard, was bounded by the untried set- 
back levee built _in almost a straight 
line from Birds Point cn the North to 
New Madrid on the South, and by the old 
levee that followed the course of the 
Mississippi nAiver between these points. 
This is an arc 35 miles long and varies 
from 3} miles wide, to 13 miles at its 
widest point. Several hundred families 
made their homes in this area. Most of 
these houses were widely separated, some 
being miles from their nearest neighbor 
General Lewis M. Means,The Adjutant Gen- 
eral of Missouri, arrived in a third 
plane to take personal command of the 
Situation. 

The first day_of this ten-day_dotail 
was spent patrolling the outer levee te- 
tween Birds Point, acress the river fron |, 
Cairo, Illinois; and New iadrid, and 
sroppine warnings to ths popuis ion in 
the danger area. The area between the 
levees was in immediate danger cf teing 
flooded, and it was to be the joo cf the 
aviation to cooperate with the State 
Highway Patrol and other ground forces 
to warn the populace in the area cf the 
impending danger and to eliminats, as 
far as possible, the loss of life. 

As the water was already very near the 
top of the old levee and stiil rising, 
it was necessary that everyone within 
this area be varned of the flood that 
was sure to come. For this purpose,mim- 
eographed copies of the warning were 
placed in paper sacks, weighted with 
stones, fastened with yellow cotton 
streamers, and dropped to overyone that 
could be seen from the planes. Two-wey 
radio contact was established and kevi 
at all times with the State Highway Pa- 
trol Headquarters through WSVDG and 
W9VID amateur radio operators in Sikes- 
tone Two commercial radio receivers 
were installed at State Patrol Headquar- 
ters, one tuned to the airplano frequen- 
cy and the other to the ground station 
frequency, The ground station had di- 
rect phone connection with the Headquar- 
ters, and in this manner orders and re- 
ports were received and acknowledced 
pemnsece ty as fast as if the transmit- 

er were locatod at the Headquarters on 
the ground. 


" 





MISSOURI NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN IN FLOOD RELIEF WORK 


, house located in the floodway. 
| vas found to be the only practical 





Correspondent 


Zarly on Monday , January 25th, the 
first breaks in the leavee were re- 
ported ty radio in a plane from Birds 
Point. In rapid succession, breaks 
along this section cf the lovee were 
reportec py radio. The river was go- 
ing over the top of the levee in a 
dozen places and already houses and 
barus near the preaks were boing brok- 
en to pieces and washed away. As the 
floodway between the levees filled, 
coat stations were established alcng 
the set-back levee and State Patrolmen 
were stationed at these points with m -~ 
their radio-equipped cars. Reports of 
people in distress were given by radio 
from the piane directly fo these Pa- 


| trolmen, whe vould immediately dis- 


patch boats to the aid of the marooned 
people. Often it was necessary for 
the planes to direct the boats arcund 
woods or through ice. 

On Wednesday morning,two planes took 
the air systematicaily to check every 
This 


method to make sure no one was left in 
need of aice This took all day Wed- 


'nesday and part of the next morning 
| Water was 


o 
tacking up behind the set~ 
tack leves North of New wWadrid, and 
this area now called for consideratle 
reconnaissance. Though thers vas very 
Little or no_current in this backwater 
it was spreading more and more orery 

:0 


' hour, and houses were pape filled 
e 


the second floor. This water had cov- 


| ered miles of farm land behind the , 


levee and another tvoat station was nec- 
essary to send boats to these homes 
and rsmove the people. 

On Thursday, Governor Lloyd C.Stark, 
of liissouri, was florm to Sikestcn in 
cne of the Missouri National Guard 
planes to view the fiooaed area. After 
inspecting the entire flooded district 
by air, he inspected the emergency re- 
lisf headquarters. He was accompanied 
on this aerial inspection ty General 


'}ieans in the socond Missouri National 


Guard plane. + was on this tour of 
inspection that one family and several 
children were located in the flooded 
area and @ radio request for aid was 
inmediately dispatched by the pilot of 
onc of the planes. 

This tour of duty lasted ten days 
and 114 hours were flowm in catraiiine 
the levecs in reconnaissance and photo 
WOTK o ° 

The detachment was under the command 
of Captain Eric H. Kaeppel and includ- 
ed Lieutonants Ray H. Kutterer, Cloon 
Ee Freeman, Konneth Re Case, James H. 
Higes, Sergeants Arthur P. Retheme ery 
William T. Rainey, Francis B. Grot 
william A. Braziil, and Vernon Ce 
ach. Tne Experionce encountered cn 
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this occasion will be long remembered 
by those who tock part in the work. 
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OLD-TIMER BEMOANS LACK OF ROMANCE 
IN AVIATION 


The presence of airplanes to aid the | 
ground forces made it possible to save | 
scores of lives of pecple, whom it would 
otherwise have teen impossible to locate.) Romance in aviation is gone and 
Certainly the value of observation avia- | there is nothing left but a cold-blood- 
tion in this type of work has been defin-| ed business proposition, was the opin- 
itely established. ‘ion of Major Erik Henning Nelson, for- 
~satiboown |mer army flyer and member of the Air 
| Corps’ around-the-Jorld Flight in 1924. 
FOILED BY THE INAUGURAL WEATHER =s|s- He -Visited Kelly Field and recalled 
the old days of fying a with his old 
Several million radio listeners failed , side-kick Majer "cliff" Nutt,and oth- 
to hear any montion of the participation |ers. He also called on Colonels Krog- 
of the 20th Pursuit Group in the recent stad and R.M. Jones, with whom he had 
Inauguration Ceremonies for President been associated. Major Nelson left 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Investigation ‘the army on July 1, 1928, and has tcen 
disclosed that this failure was due to with the Boeing Airplane Company until 
the fact that the 20th Pursuit Group, a year ago, He is now in fusiness for 
thirty-three airplanes of which left ‘himself. « native of Stockholm, Sve- 
Barksdale Field on Saturday, January 16, | den, he was born June 18, 1503, and 
for Washington,to take part in the exer- came to the United States on April 15, 
cises, failed to get any farther than At-| 1909, as a sailor. Since that time 
lanta, Georgia. ‘his life has teen full of the romaice 
Led by Major Armin F. Herold, a. 'which he says has departed from modern 
Commander, and Headquarters Flight, the ‘military aviation. He served with the 
three squadrons took off on extremely |Air Corps 11 years, beginning his ser- 
short notice in an effort to beat uniav- | Vice in October, 1917. He rad previ-. 
orable weather conditions to Maxwell ously been interested in flying tack 
Field, Montgomery, Alebama. The “hop” to |/in 1912 and received his training at 
Maxwell was made without incident, but |'Miami, Florida, where he also served 
at that point the Group was held up for (as a mechanic. In 1924, he was se= 
two days on account of bad weather. Fi- lected as one of the pilots for the 
nally able to clear for Fort Bragg,North Army's Around-ths-World Flight, which 
Carolina,on Monday, January 1éth, the ‘made aviation history. 
Group got as far as Atlanta, where, dur- | __Staticned at Kelly Field from Sept. 
ing a stop for servicing, the ceiling /26, 1919 to May, 1921, Major Nelson 
closed down and a hard rain set in. Zero-,and Major Nutt were at that time mom- 


zero conditions prevailed until it was 
decided that it would be useless to at- 
tempt to reach Washington in time for 
the Inauguration. A majority of pilots 


bers cf the First Bombardment Groun, 


iwhich was trought from Ellington Field, 
‘near Houston. 2 
ber of the 20th Bombardment Squadron 


Major Nelson was a mem- 








seriously considered taking leave and go- and Major Nutt of the 166th Bombard- 

ing home via rail for the Bere of ‘ment Squadron. The latter unit has 

the bad weather. been placed on the inactive list, The 
The ceiling finally lifted sufficient- next time liajor Nelson was at Kelly 

ly to enable the Group to take off for Field was after the world flight. when 

Maxwell on the return trip on January that flight was made, Major Nutt was 


19th. At this station it was found im- ‘the advance agent in the Orient for 
possible to proceed more than a few the army flyers. Declaring that the 
miles in the direction of Barksdale best part cf his life had been with 


Field, and while grounds there the the Air Corps, Major Nelson expressed 
Group was joined by the 3d Attack Group, |regret over the passing of the oid 
which was en route home from Langley, 'days of "Flying Jennies", when there 
their farthest point on the same hop. On |was some doubt whether the flyer would 
Monday, January 20th, conditions improv- | return safely or be able to walk awcy 
ed sufficiently to allow a take-off for froma plane. aAithough out of the ser- 
points West, and the two Groups cleared vice; ho still keeps contacts with his 
the airdrome on the heels of a 43-ship | friends in the army, which is one rea- 
flight of Marines, the Marines being 'son why he ye ng off at Kelly Field, 
passed before reaching Barksdale Field. |en route by auto from the West Coast 
The efficient and hospitable manner in .to Miami and Key West, Fla. for a va- 
which Maxwell Field, with but a few cation. He commended tho excellent 
hours' notice, took care of the person- rcads between San Antonio and El Paco, 
nel of the flight, both going and coming, which contrasted greatly to their con- 
and the manner in which aioe Patrick's !dition when ho was on duty with the 
detachment in Atlanta provided for the [border patrol. 
comfort of the 20th Pursuit Group pilots | ~=2000-=~ 
at that station aroused much favorable | , Officers promoted t> the rank of Major. * 
comment, and all pilots join inahearty | (temorary) were Captains Yelmr H. Dunton 
bs pe thanks to the responsible 


| and Orvil A. Anderson from January 26th, and 
' Emile T. Kennedy from February 1, 1937. 
~~ 
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96TH BOIDARDMENT SQUADRON COMPLETES TRIP TO PANAMA’ AND RETURN 


Thursday, February llth, sew the cone | 
pletion oF the longest over-water neavi- 
ation mission yet performed by a formas; 
ion of land planes. The 96th Bombard- | 
ment Squadron, of the 2d Bombardnent 
Group, GH) Air Force, equipped with 
B-108 eirplanes, made a trip from Lang- 
ley Field, Vae, to Alorool: Field, Canel 
Zone and return; the flight taking off 
from Miami, Fla., to Panama, direct, 
and returning the same route. 
The 96th Squadron was ordered to start’ 
this flight on February 5th, the itiner-'! 
ary being as follovvss 


Fet.5th - Langley Field to Miami,Fla. | 
Feb.6th - Miami,Fla.to Albrook Field(Z 
Fet.3th - Altrook Field,CZ.to Memi,Fla| 


Feb.l0th- Miami, Fla., to Langley Field 

Prospects of cad weather caused the 
squadron to leave Langley Field on the 
afternoon of the 4th and proceed to 
~ ope pte i S-eCe, where it remained ov-' 
ernight. terrific snowstorm was en- 
countered near Charlotte, $.C.,but the 
squadron closed in on Major McDuffie, 
the squadron commander, and ploved on 
througy even though all pilots were fly-! 
ing blind at times. 

he following aay, February 5th, the | 

squadron proceeded to the Municiral Air-; 

ort, Miami, Fla., where ell tanks were | 

illed to the brim and the motors civen 
a final check. Saturday morning, Feb- 
ruary 6th, the squadron cleared for Al- 
brdek Field, C.Z., and at 0007, start- 
ed on the long over-vater hop. Every- 
bev was functioning perfectly and the 
pilots and navigators had hardly gotten 
settled down to work when Cube wes 
sighted. 

Due to high cloud formations, the 
squadron was at all times aerdove 4,000 
feet, and at one time had to go to 
13,000 feet and fly over solid overcast 
for an hour, but they made the best use 
possible of their Staats at this time. 
After approximately seven hours of fly- 
ing, Major McDuffie took his squadron 
down through broken clouds ana sveryone 
breathed normally again, fcr there was 
Panamat The navigation had vceen suc- 
cessful, as Cristobal wes in sight, ust | 
to the right. | 

The squadron landed at Albrook Field, 


where @ royal welcome avaited them. Hovw- 
ever we A member of the flight was 
greatly fatigued and could not respond 
in the manner they would have liked. 
Early Sunday morning the officers and 
men were at the hangars ana, with the | 
help of Albrook personnel, the planes | 
were put in readiness to start the re-~ | 
turn ae by noon. However, the squad- 
ron was to remain until Tuesday, so oun | 
| 
| 


' 


day afternoon and Monday wéve given over 
to sight-seeing and shopping. The Car- 
nival season was on, and tke gayety was 
so contagious that everyone was ready 


| flight ali of the way to Cuba. 


| Failure . 
'@ cough, when it was over 200 miles to 
/the nearest land. 


to stay over several more days. 

Tuesday morning saw the B-1038's load- 
ed to £0s and the squadron took off at 
0740. Albrook Fiela with its surround- 
ing hills is none to large for heavily 
loaded tomters, tut they all got off 


safely, and at 0811 they left Colon 
‘and sturted the long trek back to the 
, United States. 


‘finds slowed dorm the progress of the 
At one 

time it measured 37 knots and was com- 

ing from 45 degrees off the nose. Also, 
low clouds wore encountered and the 


| formation stayed close to the water. 


In the middle of the Caritbean, the 
squedron had its most exciting moment. 
Captain Cousland, leading "B" Flight, 
suddenly called over his radio,"Motor 
»" His left engine died without 


Captain Cousland in- 
mediately set his plane for flight on 


the right engine but, due to the low 
|altitude, the right engine started 
heating, and it was evident that land 
i' could not be reached. 


Two planes were 
left to stay with the cripple and the 
OA-5 notified. The plan was for the 
OA-5, ceing slower, to precedé the 
squadron, so that the squadron would 


| pass it in the middle of the Caribbean. 
| Due to accurate navigation, the OA-5 


vas in sight at this time, but it is 
doubtful if it could have landed in the 
mountainous seas. After several min- 


‘utes of rest, and with the water only 
/6©00 reet below the plane, the left en- 


gine began running again, and the Car- 
ibbean vas cheated out of one B-103B 
airpline. Lte Gibbs,the navigator in 
this ship, reset his course and the 


, Squadron was socn overtaken. 
| The squadron landed at Miami at 1544, 
_thus establishing the feasibility of 


the Canal Zone being defended by air 


' units from the U.S.,;upon short notice. 


Although careful preparation was made 
for this flight, one scheduled plane 
was out two hours befcre the take-off 
from Langley. Another plane was wheel- 
ed out and made the trip successfully. 
. Due to bad wenther, the squadron re- 
mained one day in Miami on the return 
trip and on Thursday bucked &@ 30-knot 
wind back to Langley Field. Langley 


| Looked ee, gocd to all the tired of- 
'ficers en 


men in the flight, and every- 
one seemed glad to be home again. 

The OA-5 accompanied the flight for 
rescue ti gt and successfully com- 
pleted the trip on schedule. Corp.hiin- 
er had to remain in Miami as he broke 
his hand when the anchor davit gave way 
as they were anchoring the ship. ‘The 
accuracy of the navigation is shown by 
the fact that the OA-5 was sighted each 
time the oe passed it en route. 


Continued on page 23) 
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BROOKS FIELD R&sPONDS TO THE MERCY CALL 


As soon as it was learned that the ar- 
my would assist in the contemplated evac- 


uation of flood victims along the Missis-| 


iRussell E. Junior, Lewis D, Smith, 
Clarence D. Lake; Privates - Charles 
Horstkamp, Edward Ellis and Harry 0. 
' Johnson. 

~oghigens 


sippi Valley, the Commanding Officer calk | 


ed @ conference and relayed this informa-| 


tion to his staff officers and organiza- 
tion commanders. They were directed to 
have detailed plans ready for a confer- 
ence the following day. 

At this conference, the entire plan 
was decided upon and definite arrange- 
ments were made for every detail. One 
plane had already been sent to Louisville 
with serum for the flood suffers. 

Tests of the loading cf trucks for the 
ground echelon were conducted, and the 
full number of trucks needed were desig- 
nated. These trucks were then loaded, 
and the enlisted men who were to form 
the ground echelon were notificd to be 
en the alert and to be ready to leave on 
a moment's notice. Results of tho tests 
showed that the ground echelon could 
leave Brooks Field in two and one-half 
hours at the maximum. 

Airplanes were loaded and ready to 
leave whenever the word came. Only lo- 
cal Fe was to be engaged in. 

Up to this writing, a total of 118 
hours were flow by planes from Brocks 
Field engaged in the relief work. These 
planes have been AC=33 transport ,0-4 A 

bservation airplanes, and the Fairchild 
photo plane. The photographic piane is 
now engaged in missions at Vicksburg in 
connection with se work. 
-=-=-0 O--- 


96TH'S TRIP TO PANAMA 
(Continued from page 22) 


On the return trip, Cuba was touched 
within six miles of the correct course. 

We all SoRgresu late the officers and 
men of the 36th Squadron on a mission 
well done. 

The following is a list of the person- 
nel who made this flight: 

Major Jasper K. McDuffie, Captains A.Y. 
Smith, Richard =. Nugent, C.'/.Cousland, 
lst Lieuts. David R. Gibbs, Frederic 8. 
Glantzberg, Warren H. Higgins, Edwin L. 
Tucker, William A. Matheny, Douglas Me 
Kilpatrick, Paul G. Miller, Geraid E. 
Williams, Torgils Ge. Wold, Edvin G. Si- 
menson, Clifford H. Rees, Eugene P. Mus- 
sett; 2d Lieut. Burton W. Armstrong,Air 
Corps, and 2d Lieuts. Herbert Morgan,Jre, 
John ie Nie ieee John B. Montgomery, 
Raymond Ve Schwanbeck and Arthur H. ne 
ers, Air Reserve. 

Enlisted men - Steff Sgts. Donald E. 


Hamilton, Ralph Re Illick, George E. Wil-| 


son, August W. Keuhl, John B. Long, wWal- 
ter B. Buff, Frank J. Seidl, Jack A. 
Franke; Corporals - Thomas G. Holmes, 


Gib Bradley, Lewis Hayduke, Ralph A. Min- | 


er; Privates,lst Cl.- William A. Withors, 
Amil A. Mallada, Francis T. Harrington, 


-235- 


POSTHUMOUS AYARD OF THE D.F.C. 


| 

| The Distinguished Flying Cross, posthu- 

| mously awarded Captain Donald W. Buckman, 

| Air Corps, who died “in 1935, was presented 
| to his widow, Mrs. Medeline Stene Buckman,at 
' 10:00 o'clock on Wednesday morning, February 
10th. The presentation was made by Brig. 
General James E. Chaney, Commandant of the 
Air Corps Training Center, in the Training 
Center Headquarters at Randolph Field. 

The heroism of Captain Buckman which 
brought about the award occurred in November 
1935. Stricken with a heart attack while 
flying a Transpert plane with three passen- 
gers over Tehachati Pass, Calif., he managed 
' to remain at the controls for 20 minutes un- 
| til he landed the plane safely at Kern Air- 
pert, Bakersfield, Calif. He collapsed im 
| mediately after the plane landed and dicd 
within a few minutes. 

---000--- 


| AIR CORPS EXHIBIT FOR NATIONAL AVIATION SHOW 


The U.S. Army Air Corps was represented 
at the National Aviation Shew by an exhibit 
composed of both old and new aeronautical 
items, demonstrating the progress in avia- 
tion through the years. A new Seversky 
Basic Treining plane, a two-place, low-wing 
monoplane of all-metal construction of the 
latest type, incorporating instrument land- 
ing equipment, and having split flaps, was 
of leading interest. 
| A Dicram. in miniature of a feg enshroud- 
ed landing field over which two small air- 
planes fly was displayed. These airplanes 
tune in with radic guiding stations, and 
| with this aid glide safely dewn upon the 
landing field runway before the hangars. 
These little planes illustrate better than 
‘words the manner in which the instrument 
‘landing system is employed. 

In this connection, the Original Instru- 
ment Beard from the airplane in which Capt. 
| Hegenberger made the first solo instrument 

landing in histcry, was shown, together with 
pictorial displays illustrating stages of 
| instrument flying development, and Captain 

| Hegenberger receiving the Collier Trophy at 
| the hands of President Rocsevelt. 
; . Another pictorial exhibit of interest was 
| devoted to Parachutes, and illustrated vari- 
| Cus types of chutes and methods of packing 
' and jumping from an airplane. 
| A case of Aircraft Ncdels made to 1/40- 
scale and covering various types of planes, 
| from the wartime 'Venny'' and DH-4 to the 
latest Boeing Bember, attracted much atten- 
| tion. 
A Motion Picture depicted aviation devel- 
| epment and histcrical progress from the 
| Wright's first flight. 
| Two cases of newest Navigation and Engine 
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Instruments emphasized changes made since the 
1918 instrument board, with its older protrud- 
ing instruments, was in use. 

An old type of Wooden Propeller was seen in 
contrast with the latest hollow steel control- 
lable pitch propeller. There were mounted wing 
sections for those interested in aircraft 
structures. This is but a partial list ef the 
exhibits which formed a display interesting and 
informative for an air-minded public. 

Four representatives were sent to New York 
from the Materiel Division to take charge of 
the exhibit, namely, Messrs. S.G. Somers, F.S. 
Fisher, Y.J. Selleck and Robert Fitzgerald. The 
hours were from eleven a.m to eleven p.m, and 
a constant stream of visitors attested to the 
ublic interest aroused. The Chief of the Air 

rps was one of a long list of preeminent vis- 
itors who gave whole hearted avproval of the 


display. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS 


Changes of Station: To Randolph Field, Tex: 
Lieut. Colonel Albert 4. Guidera (Major) from 





Langley Field, Va-, for duty at Air Corps Train 


ing Center. ios 

To Scott Field, Ill.: Ist-:Lieut. William J. 
Bell, from Selfridge Field, Mich. 

To West Point, .¥.: lst Lieut. Charles F. 








| NOTES FROM THE WASHINGTON = 


Captain James B. Jordan report-)f. 
ed February llth for duty in the } 
| Supply Division. ; 
| lLajors Grandison G. Gardner, 
from Maxwell Field, Ala., and 
Bennett E. Myers, from 
| Wright Field, were in the | 
| Chief's Office on February , 
24th for conference. 

Officers departing on 
| leaves of absence were 
| Major Charles Y.Banfil $= 
| and Captain Stewart W. “‘|j 
| Towle. BS ei =e 
Lieut. Colonels HB SEE PP yi 
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| H. Young and G& gE, 

| Brower returned from Sh 

| leave, February 17th. Wee es 

| Recent visitors to the Chief?s OfSaee-werer ~ 
| Captain George H. Steel, from Kelly Field,and 


| Captain George A. Whatley, also from that field, 


beth on a ferry trip to Mitchel Field, N.Y.; 
Cavtain Claire Stroh, Instructor, National 
| Guard, Little Rock, Ark., while on a ferry - 


4 trip from Santa wonica, Calif. ,to Baltimore,Md. ; 


| lst Lieut. B.G. Scott, from Kelly Field, while 
| on leave; Colonel Frank M. Kennedy, from Scott 
| Field; Captain Archibald Y. Gmith from Langley 


Field; lst Lieut. Ralvh 0. Brewnfield, frem 


Born, from Hawaiian Department, for duty at the| Scott Field; 1st Lieut. August Y. Kissner from 


U.S. Military Academy. Previous orders in his 
case amended. 


To Santa Monica, Calif.: lst Lieut. Baniel B 


White, from fright Field, for duty as Air Cerps 
Representative at the plant of Douglass Co. 

o Panama, Canal Dept.: 2nd Lieut. Lawrence W. 
Greenback, from Lengley Field, Va. 





; Kelly Field and 1st Lieut. Gabriel P. Disosway 
| from Barksdele Field, during the course of 

| navigation flights. 

i Officers who returned to their home stations 
| after a visit to the Chief's Office were Capt. 
| Carl B. McDeniel and ist Lieut: Ivan M. Palmer 
| to Randolph Field. 


To Maxwell Fielc, Ala., for duty on the Staff; Major Alfred W. Marrinor returned from “richt 


afd Faculty of the Air Corps Tactical School: 
Majors John E. Upston and Harlan ¥. Holden 
(Captains , Captains Robert C. Oliver, Ralph A. 
Snavely and Auczustine F. Shea. 

To Wright Field, Ohio: lst Lieut. Charles G. 
Williamson, from Eanmilton Field, and to report 
not later than August 1, 1937, for duty as 
- student at Air Corps Engineering School. 

PROMOTIONS: To Colonel: Colonel John F.Curry 
(temporary) from December 23, 1936; Brigadier 
General James E. Chaney (Lieut. Colonel), from 
December 24, 1936. To Lieut. Colonel: Lieut. 
Colonel Ralph P. Cousins (Major) from December 

, 1936; Lieut. Colonel Adlai H. Gilkeson 
Major) from December 24, 1936. 

RETIREMENTS: Captain Albert F. Glenn, Febru- 
ary o6, 1967, for disability incident to the 
service; Staff Sergeant James J. Geraghty, 8th 
Air Base Squadren, Brocks Field, Feb. 28, 1937. 

---Q00--= 











The War Department announced on February 
25th the purchase from the Sikorski Aircraft 
Division of the United Aircraft Corporation of 
Bridgeport, Com., of 5 lerge Amphibian planes 
and spare parts equivalent to one complete am 
phibian plane, for the sum of $633,898. 

To adapt these planes for military purposes, 
the commercial design has been modified. The 
wing span is slightly in excess of 85 feet. The 
planes are powered with two 750 h.p. engines. 


| Field and Captain Mervin E. Gross returned from 
|a ferry trip to the West Coas*. 
| iwajor Lovell H. Smith deperted February 22nd 
|on e@ navigation flight to Miami, Fla. 

Ceptain Henry G. Yoodward was a visitor from 
Wright Field, arriving February 22nd. 


-—— o--= 


| 
| A NEW WAY OF SENDING MESSAGES 
| 
| Private '.S. Holloway, stationed at Phillips 
| Field, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., in a ra- 
| cent communication, has this to say regarding 
|@ visit of Lieut. Nichols (dubbed the ‘Windmill 
| Salesman"' by virtue of his piloting an auto- 
| gyre) who was 'pxed'' at the field on the 
| teletype: \ 
"I was standing in front of operations when 
ihe arrived. Seeing me, the Lieutenant hovered 
| about three hundred feet in the air, leaned 
eut and yelled - ‘Hey, tell Operations that I 
am going on to Bollin;." Then he swung grace- 
fully away and vanished. 
I have been in the Air Corps quite a while 
| and have never seen as novel a way of deliver- 
ing a request for a message. Also I might say 
that Lieut. Nichols has been here in two of his 
"Jeeps,'' as he calls them, and he can make them 
do everything but talk and give milk." 
---000--- 
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